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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: YOUR FIRST EARLY COPPER 


Harry E. Salyards 


So, what was it? What drew you to it? It’s good to 
go back to that moment, from time to time, and refresh 
your answers to those questions. Clearly it served as a 
gateway, or you wouldn’t be reading these words. Ad- 
ditional questions suggest themselves: Has your journey 
been pleasurable? Has it broadened your perspective? 


It’s particularly important to bring the focus back to 
such questions today. The collecting of early American 
copper remains a great middle ground between the me- 
ga-million dollar sales headlines on the one hand, and 
the largely fanciful notion that you might find anything 
worthwhile in circulation (or score a lucrative early pur- 
chase on the Mint’s web site) on the other. American 
numismatics is a very unsettled arena these days, with 
the great middle ground in most series slowly implod- 
ing. But not in early American copper. 


Yes, people talk—truthfully—about the decline in de- 
mand for rare varieties, particularly in Less-Than-Pogue 
condition. So? Is that a death sentence for variety col- 
lecting, or is 1t an opportunity? As Jack Robinson was 
wont to say, “Think about it!” Though encapsulated 
coins have made some inroads, the collecting of United 
States Large Cents and Half Cents, not to mention the 
abundance of colonial and state coinages, is still remark- 
ably independent of numbers on slab labels (or stick- 
ers asserting that those labels are accurate). But it takes 
education; and that’s what we in EAC are here for: to 
help YOU, the collector who has been drawn to these 
fascinating coins. You’ll make mistakes, sure. We’ve 
ALL made mistakes. It’s part of the “tuition” we pay, as 
an old dealer friend of mine used to say. But in this club 


you'll find an abundance of people willing to help you 
avoid serious pitfalls. You just have to ask. 


So, back to my questions: What was your first cop- 
per? What drew you to it? I suspect the answers will 
vary somewhat by the ages of the respondents. I believe 
that 60 or more years ago, quite a few collectors simply 
‘moved back’ in time. Having largely completed their 
Lincoln and Indian Head cents, large cents simply came 
next. (Dr. Sheldon himself was once a collector of Indi- 
an cents.) Such collectors simply went looking for what 
had come before. 30-40 years ago, it was much more 
common than it is today to encounter large numbers of 
early coppers among general dealers’ stocks. Perhaps 
scanning through such an array proved the starting point 
for you. More recently, an array of offerings on the In- 
ternet may have been your portal of entry into the field. 
It really doesn’t matter. What matters is, what drew you 
to your first copper? Out of all the vast array of col- 
lecting options, in and out of numismatics, how did you 
come to end up here? 


These are important question because we are the great 
middle ground. I am absolutely certain that no one will 
give a damn about a 1954 Lincoln cent in “MS67 RD” 
at anything more than, say, ten bucks twenty years from 
now. I hope that someone will still realize that an R6 
early Large Cent, no matter how humble its condition, 1s 
an important piece. 


And so—lI invite you; indeed, I urge you—to share 
your answers to these questions. I believe we can all 
benefit from hearing them. 
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THIRD KNOWN 1793 NC-6 LARGE CENT IDENTIFIED 


Mark Borckardt with Marshall Bryant 
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When Heritage offered large cents from the Loma 
Linda Collection in January 2018, lot 3156 was offered 
as a 1793 S-16 cent, per the attribution from PCGS. The 
Loma Linda collector had purchased the coin as an S-16 
through his agent, Larry Briggs. PCGS described the 
coin as Good Details, Environmental Damage. 


Previously, this cent was offered as lot 186 in the 
Superior sale of the Thomas Chalkley Collection in 
January 1990 where it realized $1,870. Douglas Robbins 
sold the coin to C.F. Gordon, Jr. on August 1, 1975, and 
Gordon sold the coin to Chalkley on January 15, 1979. 
Each time, it traded hands as Sheldon-16, as described 
in the Chalkley catalog: 


“1793 Sheldon-16. Liberty Cap. Rarity-6+. 
Fair 2. Considerably sharper but much of the 
obverse is corroded away by what appears to be 
planchet striations. The balance of the obverse 
and the reverse are very rough. Part of the date 
and LIBERTY are visible as is all the detail on the 
reverse. This is a rare variety, one that is in huge 
demand but it has an unsightly appearance.” 


C.F. Gordon, Jr., Thomas Chalkley, the Chalkley 
cataloger, the Loma Linda collector, PCGS, and this 
cataloger all attributed the piece as Sheldon-16. The 
current writer described the coin in January 2018 as: 


“1793 1C Liberty Cap, S-16, B-19, R.6 -- En- 
vironmental Damage -- PCGS Genuine. Good 
Details. Three of the six known varieties of 1793 
Liberty Cap large cents are stoppers to a complete 
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set of die marriages. Those three, starting with the 
rarest, are NC-6, S-15, and S-16. While PCGS sug- 
gests Good details, this example actually has sharp- 
er details where they can be made out, perhaps VG 
or Fine. The tan and light olive surfaces exhibit 
considerable porosity, including on the edge, and 
suggest that this piece was likely a ground find. 
Our EAC grade Fair 2.” 


A phone call from Texas collector Marshall Bryant 
suggested that the coin had been misattributed each 
time it was offered, and he suggested that the coin was 
the third known 1793 NC-6 large cent. The buyer, EAC 
member Donald Stoebner, acquired the coin as one of 
the last two Sheldon numbers that he needed to complete 
his collection. A quick phone call notified Don that he 
may still need two Sheldon numbers which he has since 
acquired. 


With the coin back on my desk, I examined the 
attribution points carefully, and concluded that Bryant 
was correct in his identification. I then asked three other 
catalogers on our staff to independently attribute the coin 
without any indication of the purpose. Each identified 
the piece as NC-6. 


There are four 1793 Liberty Cap varieties that share 
the single reverse with three leaves below the O in OF. 
Those varieties are S-13, S-14, S-16, and NC-6. The 
latter, 1s the only one of those that has four border beads 
between the uprights of the R and T. 


Detail of 1793 Sheldon-16 
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Detail of 1793 NC- 6, : tae route OF PCGS Gon 
Facts. 








Detail of the Donald Stoebner specimen from the Loma 
Linda Collection. 


R.E. “Ted” Naftzger, Jr. reported his discovery of 
the 1793 NC-6 cent in the March 1978 issue of Penny 
Wise. Like the present piece, Naftzger had purchased 
the discovery coin as S-16. He had identified the coin 
shortly after purchasing the piece in December 1977. 
The new obverse die is combined with the reverse 
found on S-13, S-14, and S-16. A second example was 
discovered by John and James Bergman in May 1985. 
More than four decades have passed since the variety 
was first announced to the copper collecting community, 
and now a third example has been identified. 


This writer, as well as Donald Stoebner, congratulate 
Marshall Bryant for his identification of the variety, 
and extend our thanks for bringing it to our attention. 
Without Bryant’s sharp eyes and careful study, this piece 
may never have been identified as the 1793 NC-6 cent. 
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WERE VARIANT STAR COUNTS IN EARLY AMERICAN COINS INTENTIONAL? 
MAKING HEADS AND TALES OF THE EARLY AMERICAN REPUBLIC 


Robert Towles Cummins, Jr. 


Introduction 


Numismatic retrospectives allege that inexperienced 
workers laboring inside our first mint accidentally pro- 
duced occasional deviations from the iconic 13 stars in 
several denominations over a considerable number of 
years. But the root cause of these aberrant star counts 
cannot necessarily be attributed to technical immaturity. 
The birth pangs of the fledgling republic may account for 
the aberrant star counts. Over its first few decades, states 
were being added regularly even as other states were 
on the verge of secession. The survival of the United 
States of America was not a given. Zealots and naysay- 
ers co-existed in the grand experiment of a new political 
system embracing self-rule. A new sense of nationhood 
was gained in War of 1812, but the divide created by the 
slavery issue widened soon thereafter. 


It is true that the symbolic number of thirteen stars— 
representing the number of original states—loomed 
large in contemporary minds. Those 13 stars also hap- 
pened to fit neatly into early coin designs. Still, debate 
and discussion regarding the number of stars that should 
appear on a coin resulted in more than one theme of 
stars appearing on coins of the same denomination, even 
in the same year. 


1796-1804: States, Colonies and Territories: Count 
Them All 


The fluidity of opinion and actions by the mint during 
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries result- 
ed in a flux of varieties that 1s documented in the article, 
“The Science of Coins, Relation of Numismatics to His- 
tory and Education,” printed in the Kansas Sunflower, 
October 24, 1890: 


“In 1796 the only change made in the eagle and half- 
eagle was the addition of another star, marking the en- 
trance of a new state (Tennessee) into the Union. It was 
originally intended to thus commemorate on our coin- 
age each accession into the number of States, but the 
idea was soon abandoned. The quarter-eagle was coined 
this same year (1796); those first struck, to the number 
of sixty-six, were copies of the eagle, but a change was 
made in November, and with the exception of a few 
pieces on which the stars were omitted from the obverse, 
the new quarter-eagle resembled the second coinage of 
the half-eagle of 1795 in every particular except the size 
and date. On the eagle of 1797, first coinage, the obverse 
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remains as before, with sixteen stars, ten at the left and 
six on the right of the effigy. The second issue of this 
year has but thirteen stars around the eagle’s head on the 
reverse, which in other respects is identical with that of 
the half-eagle of 1795, second striking. Three distinct 
types of the half eagle bear date of 1797. The first is 
exactly similar to that of 1796; In the second the only al- 
teration is the addition of one more star on the obverse; 
the third is a duplication (with changed date) of the sec- 
ond coinage of 1795, the pieces having been struck from 
an altered die of that year. In 1797 and 1798 some slight 
changes were made in the quarter eagle, there being but 
thirteen stars on the obverse, the reverse continuing as 
before.” 


The 1798 Half Eagles and 1804 Quarter Eagles with 
14 stars on the reverse and the 1804 dime with 14 stars 
on the reverse are, according to Walter Breen, examples 
of “blundered die varieties”. Newly added states Ken- 
tucky (1792) and Tennessee (1796) brought the count of 
states to 16. However, the permanence of these two addi- 
tions was 1n question at the time. In fact, the permanence 
of the union was not assumed during the aftershock of 
the Sedition Acts--the strong steps that President John 
Adams took in response to the French foreign threat. 
These undermined states’ rights, placed restrictions on 
political protest, and restricted qualifications for voting. 





1804 Quarter Eagle with 13 stars on the obverse and 14 
Stars on the reverse. 


Photo courtesy of an anonymous eBay seller 


Kentucky and Tennessee were western states con- 
templating becoming a part of France, along with the 
western territories. In response, a hopeful sentiment was 
offered in the Connecticut Journal (New Haven), Vol. 
XXXI, Issue 1657, Wednesday July 31, 1799, page 4: 
“The two wandering Stars of the Federal Constellation- 


--Their safe and speedy return to the faithful fourteen.” 
Nonetheless, a few years later the same Connecticut 
Journal (Vol. XXXVI, Issue 1848, Thursday March 31, 
1803, page 3) reports an address appearing in a Frank- 
fort, Kentucky public paper “complaining in the bitter- 
est terms of the General Government, and concluding 
with calling on the state to join with Ohio, Tennessee, 
the Indiana and Mississippi Territories, and to address a 
spirited remonstrance to Congress, praying for Indepen- 
dence” (This despite the fact that Ohio had joined the 
Union as the 17" state on March 1, 1803!) 


Contemporary coins perhaps reflect the tenuous na- 
ture of the Union. Evidence of the intentional rendering 
of 14 stars on coins is corroborated by the patriotic sym- 
bolism often inscribed on swords dated to this time pe- 
riod. American shields engraved on these swords com- 
monly have 14 stars. 





14 Star Shield on Sword 
Image courtesy of swordinshield.com 


To say that, during this period, mint workers had a 
problem counting to thirteen seems far-fetched. After 
all, the “flawed dies” were not destroyed and their prod- 
ucts entered circulation in considerable numbers. The 
14th star on the reverse of historic coinage may prompt 
us to appreciate our American history, even to toast the 
return of Kentucky and Tennessee to the “Faithful Four- 
teen,” rather than to lament the alleged mistakes of our 
forbearers. 


1814-1817: A New Name for the 15 Star Flag 


The signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1783 ended the 
Revolutionary War and established the United States 
among the nations of the world. The treaty, however, 
neither guaranteed the new nation’s survival nor en- 
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sured that the powers of Europe would respect its rights. 
According to the National Park Service, “The Ameri- 
can leaders who declared war on Great Britain in 1812 
firmly believed that they were beginning a second war 
of independence. Although the United States failed to 
achieve any of its stated war aims, the War of 1812 con- 
firmed American nationhood and secured a new respect 
for the infant republic among the powers of Europe. The 
most notable result of the War of 1812 was an upsurge in 
American nationalism. At the war’s conclusion a French 
diplomat commented that “the war has given the Ameri- 
cans what they so essentially lacked, a national charac- 
ter.” The three-year conflict also resulted in increased 
funding of the peacetime military, better coastal defens- 
es, a more secure western frontier, and a final confir- 
mation of the Revolution’s outcome. The power of the 
Indian nations of the Old Northwest and Old Southwest 
was decisively broken, opening the way for white settle- 
ment across a broad front. Never again would European 
powers have significant influence with American Tribes. 











The war also produced a popular patriotic song, The 
Star-Spangled Banner, immediately copied by news- 
papers across the nation, which Congress made our 
national anthem in 1931. Most importantly, America’s 
independence and status in the world were reaffirmed, 
never again to be seriously challenged. 








Star-Spangled Banner which flew over Fort McHenry 
and inspired Francis Scott Key. 


The Star-Spangled Banner had 15 stars. Americans 
never looked at their flag or their country in the same 
way after the War of 1812 and the publication of Fran- 
cis Scott Key’s inspirational lyrics. A discourse on lib- 
erty in a Kentucky newspaper, the Reporter, May 15, 
1815, relates “Liberty is our life. . .Here she erected 
her Star-Spangled Banner and hailed it as the place of 
everlasting abode.” Commensurate recognition of the 
nation-changing events of this time is certainly worthy 
of consideration if not called for on an American coin. 





star American Flag 


From the Collection of Robert Cummins 


1820-1828: The Cancer of Slavery 


Awareness of state count and the issues of secession 
only increased over the coming years. The nation drew 
itself into a self-designed standoff with the Missouri 
Compromise of 1820. With Maine and Missouri, one 
non-slave state and one slave state were admitted to the 
union simultaneously under its template to achieve tenu- 
ous balance. However, civil war was only delayed with 
this. John Quincy Adams, President of the United States 
from 1825-1829, was born into a family that never 
owned slaves, and was hostile to the practice. The New 
York American for the Country, December 4, 1827, re- 
lates that “there are twelve states (only one short of the 
original number that successfully made the revolution)” 
in support of Adams and his anti-slavery stance. On July 
4, 1827, New York State officially abolished slavery 
with the New York State Emancipation Act, with ten 
thousand slaves being set free. With this Act, a broad- 
ened concept of freedom consistent with the ideals ex- 
pressed in the Constitution was unequivocally declared. 
New York was not finished making a statement. Shortly 
thereafter, with the number of free states numbering 
twelve, the 1828 Fourth of July celebrations held in Old 
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Vauxhall Gardens at the Bowery “spared neither pains 
nor expense in furnishing such entertainments as entitled 
to the patronage of their patriotic fellow country-men’’,, 
according to the Evening Post July 3, 1828. The number 
of stars ornamenting the Washington Monument at this 
Fourth of July celebration was twelve. 


That year (1828), half cents were struck with both 12 
stars and 13 stars. A “flip side of the coin” of national 
division is expressed here—exclusion of slave states by 
the non-slave states rather than the secession of slave 


states from the union. 


ae 





Half Cent from the Collection of Mike Diamond 


Conclusion 


The ragged road leading to the great nation we know 
today seems a good bit less eventful to us in retrospect 
than it did to those who traveled along it. While there 
is no certain proof of all intentions in the designing of 
early American coins, more than likely the rich fabric of 
the nation’s growing pains as well as the glories of its 
achievements are captured in them, particularly in the 
variation of the number of stars over the years. 


Are we to settle for an explanation that, for any varia- 
tion in the number of stars on a coin from that which we 
judge it should be, this variation is the result of an er- 
ror—when probable historic causes have not been fully 
considered? 
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FRANKLIN PEALE’S EXPERIMENTAL ROLLER HUBS 


Craig Sholley 


Some time ago a friend sent a small article, by Frank- 
lin Peale, “Notice of the application of the process of 
transferring to the art of Die Sinking,” from the Janu- 
ary 1833 issue of the Journal of the Franklin Institute 
(Peale’s notice is dated April 24 1832, but for some rea- 
son it wasn’t published until January). 


The content, as follows, is most interesting: 


GENTLEMEN, - Several years since it was desirable 
in the management of the Philadelphia Museum, to 
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be possessed of appropriate medals; for the accom- 
plishment of this object, dies, the device of which 
was a portrait of Charles W. Peale, were executed in 
a most satisfactory manner by Mr. C. Gobrecht. One 
of these dies was unfortunately cracked in the hard- 
ening, and thus rendered useless. It subsequently 
became still more desirable that this object should 
be carried into execution, and that the likeness of 
the founder of the museum should be preserved. A 


prosecution of the subject led to the results which I 
will now state. 


In the spring of 1825, Mr. M. W. Baldwin, aware of 
the applicability of the process of transferring, to 
die sinking for coinage, made at that time a transfer 
press, with which Mr. Kneass, of the United States 
Mint, made a perfectly successful experiment in the 
workshop of the former. 


The object above stated led to a revival of this pro- 
cess, and its prosecution to completion, and I have 
now the pleasure to present to the Institute one of 
those medals, stuck in silver, from dies which were 
made in the fall of 1832 by transfer, from the origi- 
nals engraved by Mr. Gobrecht. I do not offer this 
medal as a sample of workmanship in this depart- 
ment of the arts: the first specimen in any art is gen- 
erally, from that circumstance alone, inferior; but it 
is offered as a creditable specimen, and at the same 
time a satisfactory demonstration that the process 
of transferring is applicable to die sinking, with 
advantages that may be stated in a few words. The 
first of these advantages is great economy of labour. 
Any required number of dies may be taken from the 
original roller, all of them being facsimiles of the 
original die. The process exercises, also, an advan- 
tageous effect on the metal, in raising it gently, and 
by successive efforts, with an equal condensation of 
the particles throughout all the portions of its sur- 
face, admitting at the same time of as many anneal- 
ings as the relief of the device may require, of which 
the limits, as far as I can judge from my experience, 
are beyond the requisite elevation. From these facts 
Tam fully authorized in believing that the risk of loss 
of the nearly finished work by cracking, in harden- 
ing, is much reduced. 


A brief notice of the process, (which is applicable to 
all kinds of dies,) for general information, is all that 
I need offer, as an intimate knowledge could only be 
acquired by conducting it. The die is engraved in the 
usual manner, except that it has a greater width of 
margin. It is then hardened and placed in the press, 
in contact with a soft roll, and subjected to the nec- 
essary pressure and roller, with occasional anneal- 
ings, as may be found necessary, the frequency of 
which will depend on the depth of the device. The 
roll is then hardened, and the operation repeated 
with the substitution of a soft die, to receive the im- 
pression from the hardened roll; the die is then pre- 
pared and hardened in the usual manner; the roll 
being preserved to repeat the transfers, as often as 
may be desired. 


The process of transfer is now used in the engraving 
department of the U. S. Mint, under the direction of 
Mr. Wm. Kneass, to whose liberal aid I am much 
indebted in the prosecution of this process to its suc- 
cessful completion. 





Since Peale seemed to be saying that the noted me- 
chanic Matthias Baldwin had invented a process for ful- 
ly hubbing coining dies in 1825, something the rest of 
the historical record shows neither the mint nor any pri- 
vate die sinkers could achieve at the time, I searched the 
various mechanical journals of the day to see if Baldwin 
had published a description of this process. 


In the 1828 issue of the Franklin Journal and Ameri- 
can Mechanics Magazine (later called the Journal of the 
Franklin Institute), Baldwin had published notice of a 
patented process for using a roller hub to transfer de- 
signs, but it wasn’t about hubbing coining dies, it was 
a process for acid etching designs into a steel roller and 
then using that roller to impress a copper roller for the 
printing of calico fabric and wallpaper, which was all 
the rage at the time! 


How Peale conflated this process with that of hubbing 
coining dies 1s a mystery, especially since he clearly 
stated in his article that the process was not all that suc- 
cessful - “I do not offer this medal as a sample of work- 
manship in this department of the arts: the first specimen 
in any art is generally, from that circumstance alone, in- 
ferior...” 


Perhaps Kneass and Baldwin did try some sort of 
experiment in 1825, but it obviously did not turn out 
any better than Peale’s attempt since dies of the period 
clearly show that the mint (and everyone else) was only 
capable of hubbing the central potion, the peripheral el- 
ements, such as stars, letters and numerals, being later 
entered by hand. 


Furthermore, Peale’s own later writings belie his fan- 
ciful story as both his June 1835 report on the European 
mints, which contained the British and French processes 
for hubbing full dies, made no mention of roller hubs 
nor did his memos to Director Patterson regarding the 
preparation of the hubs and dies for the Liberty Seated 
coinage. 


An even more pointed repudiation of Peale’s claim 
came from Baldwin himself who closed his notice of the 
calico roller hub process with the statement that, ““What 
we claim as our invention is the etching of figures, or 
devices, on steel cylinders or mills, to be transferred 
to copper rollers for calico printing. We claim nothing 
more [emphasis added].” Apparently, Peale had been 
blabbing the roller hub tale all over Philadelphia and the 


subsequent inquiries from area die sinkers 
were driving Baldwin nuts! 


Exactly what was wrong with the obverse 
hub and resulting die for the Peale Museum 
medal is unknown as there is no further de- 
scription of it nor are there photographs or 
apparently any extant pieces. Perhaps future 
researchers will uncover the whole story. 


Interestingly, the saga of Franklin Peale 
and his roller hub trials does not end here as 
he made yet another abortive attempt a few years later. 
And this time, artifacts from the experiment still exist. 
One of those artifacts, a clay impression of a large cent 
roller hub, consigned by Ken Bressett, appeared in the 
2016 EAC sale, described as follows: 


411. Unique Clay Impression of Experimental 
Roller Hub for an 1835 Large Cent. A fascinating 
item, obtained directly from the Mint in 1965 by 
Ken Bressett. It is an impression from a steel roller 
transfer hub intended to produce large cent dies. 
The unique experimental roller hub, preserved in 
the Philadelphia Mint, was a steel cylindrical bar- 
rel with 4 images spaced around it, 2 obverse and 
2 reverse, of a large cent dated 1835. The idea was 
the hub could be rolled out on to die steel impress- 
ing a negative image of the coin making 2 pairs of 
dies. Interestingly, the portrait style with beaded 
hair cords and reverse letter size of the large cent 
image is that of Gobrecht’s design that wasn’t used 
until 1837. There were apparently no dies made 
from the hub and the experiment was soon aban- 
doned. The impression was made on very soft clay 
(so handle with care!) and measures approximately 
2 ‘4° by 4 4”. Also included is a charming, custom 
made wood box (pictured above) in which the clay 
impression was shipped from the Mint. In addition, 
an offprint copy of the excellent article written by 
Mr. Bressett on this roller hub experiment, pub- 
lished in the 1991 American Numismatic Associa- 
tion Anthology, is included with the lot. An exciting 
and most unique item that would be a prize not only 
for large cent collectors, but anyone interested in the 
history and technology of our early Mint. 


And, as noted in Bressett’s article, the roller hub it- 
self still exists. The photographs in reprints and copies 
of Ken’s article are a bit blurry and Ken was unable to 
locate original copies, so I emailed Dr. Robert Gohler, 
Curator of the U.S. Mint, who kindly provided the fol- 
lowing high-resolution photos. 





lis 
\* -) 2 i) i " , 


te b & 
Bet ; 


Wy f We OP te AX 
s ) Lad: e i, r Ys 
vy Pian ANS es 
{3 








Cent roller hub, courtesy Dr. Robert Gohler, U.S. Mint 
Curator 
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As noted in Bressett’s article, the roller hub consists 
of four alternating images for the obverse and reverse 
of a cent, the idea apparently being to hub multiple dies 
at one time — two obverse and two reverse. As further 
noted by both Peale and Bressett, the images are slightly 
out-of-round, being shortened along the horizontal to 
account for the spreading that would occur when the 1m- 
age was rolled into a steel die body — the same effect as 
seen on European taschenwerk (roller die) coinage. 





The dual images for the obverse and reverse seem to 
suggest that Peale had possibly intended to roll two sets 
of images into a block of steel, cut them apart, and then 
turn to create two sets to dies. However, a careful read- 
ing of his 1833 article where he describes the process of 
rolling the image into a die body indicates that he only 
made one die at a time and the “extra” images where 
there because they had the room and could use the du- 
plicate as the other wore out. 





Details on the hub, along with Peale’s article strongly 
suggest the manufacturing process. Peale’s article clear- 
ly states that they impressed the images into the hub and 
overlays show no significant differences between the 
two obverse and reverse impressions. Thus, the mint ap- 
parently created a slightly out-of-round master dies for 
the obverse and reverse, or perhaps a few female ma- 
trixes with various portions of the image, and used those 
to impress the hub. 








Since there are no known coins from this hub, it obvi- 
ously was never successfully used. Chris Pilliod, Senior 
Metallurgist for Carpenter Technology (die steel sup- 
plier to the mint) commented that the deep, heavy ap- 
pearance of the crack strongly suggests it cracked under 
pressure rather than in hardening, thus making it very 
likely to have failed during impression. The somewhat 
rough, unfinished appearance, especially of the fields, 
likewise supports that contention. 


Bressett and others have suggested that the hub was 
made circa 1837 since the beaded hair cords first ap- 
peared on cents of that year. However, simply because a 
design element does not appear on production coinage 
until a given year does not mean the mint could not have 
toyed with the idea years earlier. Furthermore, several 
other factors strongly suggest it was made two years 
prior, in 1835. 


First, the hub is dated 1835. If this really is an 1837 
product, why would Peale or Gobrecht date it two years 
earlier? That makes no sense whatsoever, especially 
given the Director Robert Patterson’s well-known aver- 
sion to the use of ante-dated dies. 











Then we have the connection with Franklin Peale, 
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who was involved in the initial roller hub trial on the 
medal die and who wrote the article just prior to his trip 
to the European mints where he finally learned the se- 
cret of hubbing full dies. Peale retuned from this trip in 
June of 1835, wrote his now famous report, and then set 
about introducing the process and equipment improve- 
ments he had learned. 





He now understood the reason for the prior failures 
in hubbing full dies (you need to machine off the metal 
pushed to the periphery during each impression or it ef- 
fectively creates a mechanical dam preventing further 
hubbing). So, why wouldn’t he take one last shot at his 
roller hub experiment? It ends up failing once again and 
then he trains the mint personnel to use some variation 
of the British and French process of hubbing with a tra- 
ditional cylindrical hub with a single image on the face. 


That scenario certainly fits what happened at the mint 
far better than suggesting he trained the personnel in a 
standard hubbing practice and then waited a year and a 
half to two years to play with his failed roller hubs. And, 
it fits the date on the hub. In sum, there is no substan- 
tive reason to believe the experiment took place in 1837 
when all of the other data points to 1835. 





The final question in this strange tale is why the mint 
would have tried roller hubbing 1n the first place. While 
the proposition may seem odd and even wacky today, 
we need to put ourselves in their frame of mind. The 
mint had tried to create cent and half cent hubs several 
times, perhaps the most infamous being the cent reverse 
hub of 1798, and they had failed miserably, with the 
dies requiring so much rework due to poor impressions 
that it took less time to ink the central design and hand- 
punch the rest. 


Lacking the mechanical and metallurgical knowledge 
we have today, or even a hundred years ago, you can 
easily see them being baffled as to why they could roll 
thick ingots into thin sheet, but couldn’t impress a rela- 
tively small, low relief image. It was probably driving 
them crazy. 


So, when Baldwin came up with the roller hub idea, 
it’s not surprising that they thought maybe the action of 
rolling allowed forming that impressing did not. They 
didn’t have any real metallurgical knowledge, every- 
thing was learned by practice and rolling worked, so 
why not roller hubbing? 





Unfortunately, the action of rolling is nothing like 
hubbing. You don’t get an excess mound of material 
pushed to the periphery like you do in impressing, roll- 
ing smashes all the metal evenly. But they didn’t un- 
derstand that. So, roller hubbing sounded like it might 


work. 


While Peale’s roller hub experiments were a dismal 
failure and the poor guys at the mint were pulling their 
hair out for forty-some years trying to figure out hub- 
bing, at least collectors of today can enjoy one of the 
odd little tales that make numismatics so darned inter- 
esting. I hope you enjoyed the story. 
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RARITY RATINGS OF 1816 LARGE CENTS 


Jack Conour 


Introduction 


I have been working on die life for Large Cents by 
variety in order to get a sense of how long dies lasted 
(or how soon they failed). From studying P-W archives, 
there has been some work on average die life, but that 
alone does not tell the complete story. Although my in- 
vestigation is not complete, it has raised questions about 
mintage totals (and rarity ratings) in light of the calcu- 
lated number of strikes-per-die for the many different 
varieties. Specifically, there were instances where die 
strike totals were much higher than might be expected. 











Two factors could contribute to this phenomenon— 
mintage totals, particularly for the early dates; or higher 
rarity levels than what truly survived. Sholley chal- 
lenged 1795-1797 mintage based on average die strikes 
alone, and Salyards’ work on 1801-1807 Large Cents 
questioned survivorship. My initial work on early 1800 
die strikes for some varieties would certainly not contra- 
dict these suppositions. 





In order to look at rarity ratings and survivorship, I 
decided to look at 1816’s (frankly because it is the series 
that I know best and have only looked at it empirically) 
to see if rarity ratings might be justifiably modified or 
are reasonably correct as they are now stated. 


1816 Data Analyses 


Prior to tackling rarity issues, we will examine mint- 
age. The Red Book lists 2,820,982 as the mintage for 
1816. Manley showed that the mintage is more correctly 
2,355,482 in his work referenced below. Currently, I see 
no reason not to use Manley’s figure. 





In order to get to an estimate of survivors, past analysts 
have used rarity numbers and their implied survivorship 
for the different varieties to arrive at an estimate of the 
number of coins extant for a particular year. The refer- 
ences below cite such work and detail their efforts. I will 
use a similar approach. 


The following table shows the current rarity numbers 
for 1816 Large Cents and the corresponding estimated 
survivors for each, along with the total for the nine va- 
rieties. Also included is the percent of the total for each 
varietly. 
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4,789 6,620 


Mintage 


2,355,482 

Are there any reasons to suspect current rarity ratings? 
The major discrepancy is N-2, which I cannot believe is 
as prevalent as predicted by its current rating. If I would 
rank rarity empirically by just observing 1816s (I watch 
eBay and auction house offerings regularly), I would 
rate as follows: 


Sheldon 
| NS 
| NS 
a ae 
a 

My guess is that N-2’s dominance of the uncirculated 
survivors has unduly influenced its supposed rarity. It is 
certainly not that prevalent on eBay. Secondly, through 
October 2018, I have identified 152 N-3’s. Starting in 
2016, I have seen 16, 10, and 17 new specimens per year 
from various sources. Their total number will shortly go 
past 160, leaving the variety low R4 at best. 








What then shall we use to estimate the rarity levels for 
1816? Since it has been shown in an earlier paper that 
eBay occurrence closely follows the yearly Large Cent 
mintage figures, it 1s not far-fetched to expect that the 
eBay distribution for the varieties of 1816 is representa- 
tive of their relative rarity as well. In order to arrive at an 
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estimated population for each variety, we need to settle 
on a number for the total survivors dated 1816. The two 
most notable works on general survivorship have been 
those by Knee and Fuoss. Fuoss arrived at a number just 
below 7200 as an estimated survival total for the date. 
It should be noted that using the eBay percentage for 
1816’s of 0.78% from my previous work, the total sur- 
vivorship could be as high as 10,300. I used the 7200 
number for past calculations to determine the probable 
number of specimens for the die state rarities for N-1 


Conclusions 


The current 1816 rarity levels appear to be somewhat 
high and lower numeric values warranted, depending 
on the survivorship numbers used. Such changes would 
also affect the number of estimated survivors for each 
of those varieties as well as for the year. Such changes 
would certainly influence calculated strikes-per-die as 
well, as can be seen in the following data: 


ebay Current Die Pairings 
(Very Early Die State) and N-3 (Terminal Die State), Distributior ebay — Sheldon Obv Rev 
and this yielded quite plausible results. Using the eBay Nt 4.48% 105,526 56,982 1 A 
he oe N2 16.76% 394,779 1,032,498 1 B 
distribution and the Fuoss number for survival, the fol- N3 292% 68,780 56,982 : = 
lowing population estimates for the various 1816 variet- N4 11.11% 261,694 186,019 2 D 
ies are obtained: N5 10.72% | 252,508 186,019 3 E 
N6 12.87% | 303,151 361,508 4 F 
N7 12.28% 289,253 144,727 5 G 
NS 15.40% 362,744 144,727 6 H 
NO 13.45% 316,812 186,019 7 Cc 
2,395,286 2,355,482 








Using these new survivor numbers, we generate a new 
rarity table. Note that the avg/max totals fall on either 
side of the Fuoss/eBay data, and the percentages are 
much closer to eBay: 


| isi Ri 


7,360 


The functionality of eBay distribution for varieties 
and rarity level is illustrated in the following plot: 
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One wonders how many other years’ rarity values may 
also need some form of adjustment? 
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NGC CERTIFIES NEW HALF CENT VARIETY 


David Lange 


1795 die marriage previously unknown with lettered 
edge. 


Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) has 
identified a new variety of 1795 Half Cent. It is the first 
example of this obverse and reverse pairing known with 
a lettered edge; all other examples have a plain edge. 


The worn and corroded 1795 Half Cent was recently 
submitted to NGC for certification and attribution under 
NGC’s VarietyPlus® service. Until now, the only 1795 
half cents found with their edges lettered with TWO 
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HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR have been varieties 
C-1 and C-2a, the issues struck prior to the half cent’s 
December 1795 weight reduction from 104 to 84 grains. 
This coin is not of either variety. 


Despite having an unreadable date, the coin was eas- 
ily attributed as die marriage C-6 (under the numbering 
system established by numismatist Roger S. Cohen Jr. in 
his book “American Half Cents”). Its obverse features 
the distinctive “No Pole” portrait on which the staff sup- 
porting Liberty’s cap was polished off of the die. This 
obverse is shared with the C-5 die marriage, 
but the details of the reverse die are clear 
enough to establish that it is, in fact, a C-6. 


The weights of actual specimens of C-6 
vary from 100 to 124 grains for the “thick 
planchets” and 76 to 93 grains for the “thin 
planchets.” This irregularity stems not from 
the authorized weight reduction, but rather 
is due to the fact that many C-6 half cents 
were coined on planchets formed by the US 
Mint from cut-down cent-sized tokens made 
for the firm of Talbot, Allum & Lee. These 
were purchased by the Mint for the purpose 
of recycling them as half cents planchets 
when such were in short supply. The pres- 
ent specimen shows no evidence of an un- 





dertype, which is what would be expected of a planchet 
having the Mint’s own edge lettering. All lettered edge 
half cents were struck on planchets fabricated by the 
Mint. 


While this coin’s weight of 98.6 grains doesn’t fit 
perfectly into the range of thick or thin planchets, it’s a 
known fact that edge lettering was applied only to coins 
made prior to the weight reduction of December 1795. 
Thus, the final determination is that the new specimen 1s 
C-6b, the sub-variety described as having a thick plan- 
chet. Though the established lettered edge varieties C-1 
and C-2a display the Large Letters style, the discovery 
coin features the Small Letters found on some 1794 half 
cents. 


NGC’s Research Director and Variety Attributor Da- 
vid W. Lange was pleasantly surprised upon examining 














Edge. VarietyPlus® attributes all half cents by Cohen 
numbers (abbreviated by a *C’ on the NGC certification 
label) along with thousands of other US and world coin 
varieties. The fee is $15 in addition to the grading tier 
fee. To explore varieties, visit NGCcoin.com/Vvariety- 


plus. 


Editor’s note: We know that the Mint had no fresh half 
cent planchets and so was using any planchet source it 
could get when this variety was struck in early 1796. 
The fact that the planchet has obsolete 1794 edge let- 
tering would strongly indicate that the coin was either 
struck on a found, unused planchet that was left over 
from 1794 or else it was struck over a possibly defective 
1794 half cent. Other known planchet sources include 
Talbot Allum and Lee Tokens (some of which exhibit 





this half cent and reaching the same conclusion as the 
submitter. “Half cents have been collected and studied 
diligently for 150-plus years, and it’s truly remarkable 
when something new surfaces. As an R-6 (13-30 known) 
variety, C-6b is a very desirable half cent variety in any 
grade, and this newly discovered lettered edge example 
will be of particular interest to a specialist.” 





A new entry has been added to NGC’s VarietyP- 
lus® service for 1795 No Pole Thick C-6b Lettered 


edge lettering from the TAL token), spoiled large cents, 
and copper die trials of 1794 and 1795 half dollars. 
There is also another example of a 1795 C6 struck over 
a 1794 half cent (with 1794 edge lettering), but that coin 
was initially struck off-center and so was a spoiled half 
cent used as the planchet. These coins are interesting, 
but we will leave it to other experts to decide whether 
they are truly deserving of the status NGC has awarded 
this one. 
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MY EXPERIENCE AT THE FUN SHOW 


Oliver Alfonso-Frank 


I would like to thank EAC for making it possible to 
receive the Gavin Fund Grant allowing me to fly to and 
attend the annual FUN coin show in Orlando, Florida. I 
am extremely thankful for how fortunate I was to be able 
to apply for this scholarship and for EAC to award me 
with it. I am a thirteen-year-old middle school student 
(EAC Junior member number 6481) and have been 
collecting coins since I was seven years old. I learned 
much more about coins and collecting at the coin show 
and I had a lot of FUN. 


DAY ONE 


When I first arrived at the coin show it was slightly 
overwhelming. There were rows and rows of tables and 
booths filled with coins. As my grandparents and I made 
our way to the EAC booth I could not help noticing all 
the varieties of coins, a lot that I had never even seen 
before. After getting settled at the table, I browsed the 
rows. I saw many beautiful coins, but I was looking 
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for a specific kind. I wanted a 1794 large cent. The 
Sheldon number of the coin did not matter very much to 
me as it would be my second one, but I did care about 
the appeal. I wanted a nice looking coin with pleasing 
coloration. After looking around some more it was time 
for one of the classes I had picked. This class was titled 
“The Astonishing Secret of the 1838-O Half Dollar.” 
It was a very intriguing class explaining the history of 
the 1838-O half dollar ending will the conclusion that 
the man working the mint had produced ten extra coins 
in the night time, IN SECRET! I deeply enjoyed it as 
I had never really looked into the history of the coins 
themselves and it opened a new door for me. After the 
class was over, we went back down to the floor and 
got lunch. Our hunger was now satisfied, so we got up 
and looked at more coins. There were many interesting 
people there and many interesting coins. After looking 
for quite a while, I found what I was looking for, a 1794 
large cent. It was an S-49. We continued to walk the 





floors but to no avail. Eventually, my grandfather and I 
went back to that coin, and I had made up my mind, I 
was going to get it. I asked the price and then bargained 
for a little. I got it down to $450 from $490 and then 
decided to see if I could get it for $449 hence S-49. The 
plan worked. I am very happy with that coin because it 
has very nice coloring. The rest of the show for that day 
was pretty relaxed as I volunteered at the EAC booth. 
During that time I started to set up my interviews, which 
would start the next day. We left the coin show and 
had dinner at the Copper Canyon. This restaurant was 
picked because it had the word “copper” in it (although 
it had the best chocolates). We had dinner with some of 
my grandparents’ friends, which they had met at EAC 
many years ago and we talked a lot about coins. I loved 
hearing their stories and learning even more from them! 


DAY TWO 


After having breakfast with friends at EAC, we 
proceeded to go to the coin show. We had dealer 
credentials so we were able to go to the coin show 
early. After getting there we did not have a lot of time 
to look around because of another class and my first 
interview. In the time we did have though, I decided 
on the next coin I was going to purchase, a Morgan 
dollar cc. My first class of the day rolled around so my 
grandfather and I made our way up to it. This one was 
about predictions for 2019. I learned a lot from this 
class, predicting is more than just guessing and it was 
interesting. After the class, we raced down to fit in a fast 
lunch before have my first interview. After lunch, I went 
back to the EAC booth and found Denis Loring for my 
first interview. He was a very interesting man with lots 
of stories to tell. He started getting interested in coins 
when he was 8 years old. His father had given him a 2 
cent, a 3 cent, and a half dollar coin and that sparked his 
interest. He is a large cent collector, starting his large 
cent collection in 1965 and he has been collecting large 
cents ever since. He mainly gets his coins from auctions 
and collectors. Like everyone I interviewed, he believes 
that the first coin book someone should own would be 
the Red Book (which also happens to be the first coin 
book that I got). He said that he enjoys coin collecting 
because of the “thrill of the hunt” and because of all the 
people he meets. He is worried though that people will 
start to become more interested in their iPhones than in 
coins. His advice for a new collector 1s to read a lot and 
to see coins in person. He had many cool stories and 
eventually at the end of the interview he rated his years 
of coin collecting at a 9 (he loves it, but “nothing can 
be perfect’). After the interview, we went to a different 
table and they were doing a young numismatist grading 
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test. After completing the test and coming in 6th, I 
realized that I had more to learn on grading and now Iam 
going to take a coin grading class when the opportunity 
arises. After finishing the test, a book caught my eye 
called the Cherrypickers’ Guide, which I have been 
reading and learning even more from. We went back to 
the EAC booth for a little while and then I noticed a very 
nicely toned Morgan dollar 1893-cc. It was amazing and 
after some consideration I purchased it. We continued to 
look around for some Indian Head cents my grandfather 
needed and after he had gotten most, it was time to go. 
We had dinner with the entire “crew.” I liked everyone 
and there was one person there named Chuck who told 
the best stories. After dinner, we went back to the hotel. 


DAY THREE 


On day three I had set up an interview first thing in 
the morning. This one was with a man named John 
Kraljevich. He started collecting in 1984 when he was 7 
years old, but he has absolutely no idea why he started 
collecting coins. He collects early American checks, 
counterfeit coins, large cents, colonials, counterfeit 
stamps, and many others. He gets his coins from 
just about anywhere and said that is one of the fun 
parts. According to John, the best coin books are the 
Red Book, Breen’s Encyclopedia, and Early Coins of 
America - Sylvester Crosby. He likes coins because 
he can connect with history, and rates his experience 
a 10 (bad things had happened but good had made up 
for them). After that interview, I went to my last class 
for the show. It was about Liberty Seated half dollars. I 
learned so much from that class. It was so fascinating to 
me that it inspired me to start a type set of them. After 
the class, I had lunch and then found Bill Eckberg, the 
person for my last interview. He had some fun stories to 
tell. He got interested in coins when he was a Boy Scout 
and one of the badges was for coin collecting. He started 
collecting in 1959, collecting Indian Head cents and 
large cents. Now he 1s a big half cent guy. He mainly gets 
his coins from auctions or dealers. The Red Book was 
once again a favorite, it seems that one is unanimous, 
but he also recommended Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. 
Half Cents for those interested in half cents. His favorite 
things about coin collecting are the people and friends 
and he also likes learning and studying. His advice 
is to find coins that “make you happy” and to collect 
what you like and what you are interested in. Like the 
other collectors, he agreed that there would be more 
technology involved with coins in the future. He had a 
few bad experiences, but most were good so he rated his 
experiences a 10. After the interview, we were walking 
around when a man came up to me and gave me two half 

















cents in good condition. That made me very happy and I 
had never owned a half cent before. We checked out the 
auction for a little, had dinner, and then it was time for 
me to fly back to Washington, D.C. WAIT... my flight 
was canceled due to a snowstorm!? More FUN for me! 


I would like to say thank you again to EAC and my 
loving grandparents and everyone else who made this 
possible for me. Iam excited to see some of you again at 


the next EAC convention! 
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MANAGING A COPPERS COLLECTION 


Kevin Patton 


In his January ‘Advice for New Members’ column, 
Hugh Bodell asked for readers’ comments on managing 
an early coppers collection. My methods are pretty basic 
and are by no means groundbreaking, but I’d like to 
share them. 


I use Excel spreadsheets to keep track of my collection 
data, but a hand-written ledger and index cards would 
work just as well. I keep one master list; when I acquire 
a new coin it gets added to the list with a consecutive 
inventory number. I mark that number on the coin’s 
storage holder, and if any ephemera was included, such 
as an auction lot card, I store it in a numbered stamp 
collector-type glassine envelope. When I photograph 
the coin I also include the inventory number in the 
filenames. 





My master list entry for the coin includes only basic 
information: my inventory number, the coin variety; 
major comments, such as ‘holed;’ its grade; date 


acquired; dealer name and cost. If that’s the extent of your 
record keeping, it’s enough, but I like to keep additional 
notes, so I also have a separate page for each coin. On 
that sheet, I record any known ownership history, and 
I list the reference images that I used to properly grade 
the coin and to confirm its die variety attribution. I also 
document the coin’s weight and diameters (I collect 
Colonials), planchet clips and flaws, rim bumps, holes, 
punch marks, bends or damage from prior cleaning. I 
record any special treatments that I apply, beyond my 
standard water rinse, such as using xylol to remove 
grime and oxidation. For some specimens I also record 
detailed notes on features such as strike quality and 
wear of the effigy or devices, legends, date and exergue 
lines, dentils and rims, and on color, texture, damage, 
corrosion and deposits. 








I hope that other members find these suggestions 
helpful. 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER — EAC NEEDS YOU! 
Bill Eckberg 


Every three years, EAC has the opportunity to change 
its leadership. This is a good thing, as it allows and en- 
courages new thinking on the Board of Governors and 
among other leaders of the club. 2019 is one of those 
years. The Board makes the policy decisions for the 
club. In recent years, the Board established Life Mem- 
berships (we now have about 20 Life Members), rede- 
sign of our website and a significant increase in the elec- 
tronic communication by the club, selected venues for 
upcoming conventions, modernized our financials and 
dealt effectively and sensitively with significant chal- 
lenges that the club has faced. We will have an election 
for new Board members later this year. It’s important for 
new people to step up and take leadership roles in the 
club. During the last election, all of the elected national 
officers were new, except the president. This 1s great; we 
had sufficient continuity and lots of new ideas. 
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We will definitely have a new President next year, as I 
am term-limited by our By-Laws. This, again, 1s a good 
thing, as it guarantees an influx of new ideas. Often, the 
“races” for EAC officers are uncontested. That prob- 
ably stems from the fact that people don’t want to seem 
to be challenging others. While it’s good to be polite, 
that isn’t necessarily the best way to ensure that the best 
people are in office. 





What can YOU do? For starters, you can volunteer 
to run for office. If you’re hesitant about taking on too 
much, run for regional secretary. If you’d like more re- 
sponsibility than that — maybe you’d like to organize 
some regional meetings — run for chairman. We’ve long 
had regional meetings in the Mid-Atlantic (Baltimore), 
Southeast (FUN) and West (Long Beach) regions; The 
North Central region has begun to do the same at Cen- 
tral States. But we can all do more. If we want our club 


to grow, we need to do more to bring people in through Lastly, it shouldn’t be necessary, but I want to remind 
regional events. everyone that ANYONE can bring issues he/she thinks 
are important to the Board for consideration. I am fi- 
nalizing the agenda for this year’s Board meeting and 
would be happy to include any issues that matter to you. 
Just email me at halfcent@mac.com, and I'll see that 
your ideas come before the Board. 





You can also volunteer to serve on the Elections Com- 
mittee. You can’t be a current elected official or run 
for office, but otherwise, anyone can serve. Just let me 
know of your interest. 








You can also propose to host a convention. In the past, 
it was regional chairs who did this, but more recently, 
we’ ve come to realize that any member can do it. In fact, 
the procedures for hosting a convention have become so 
well-established that it’s a lot easier than it once was. | @bove all, be there. EAC conventions are always THE 
think we’re set through 2022, but we need locations for °°PP‘ event of the year. There 1s always much to ae 
2023 and beyond. and os old friends to reconnect with and new friends 

to make. 


In the meantime, the 2019 Convention in Dayton is 
coming up fast. Information about it is found on the fol- 
lowing pages, so plan what you want to see and do. And 


Don’t miss it! 
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EAC PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE 





EAC is a club with many talented members who do Initially, we are seeking volunteers to help establish 
interesting research projects related to early copper and procedures and parameters for publishing and for assist- 
the early days of the United States Mint. Yet, EAC has ing authors and promoting their works. If these can be 
never promoted the publication of such books. Indeed, developed before the 2019 EAC Convention, they will 
the only book ever published by EAC was the Grading _ be presented to the Board for formal approval. If you 
Guide for Early American Copper Coins by Bill Eck- are interested in helping to set up an EAC Publications 
berg, Bob Fagaly, Dennis Fuoss and Ray Williams, and Committee, please contact Bill Eckberg (halfcent@mac. 
that was done without established procedures and prac- com). 
tices. We believe that formal procedures and parameters 
for EAC publishing projects need to be developed and We will have a meeting at the EAC Convention in 


promoted to keep early copper in the minds of collec- Dayton, the time TBA, where we will discuss proce- 
tors. dures and consider book ideas. Do you have one? 
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DISCOUNT ANA MEMBERSHIPS FOR EAC MEMBERS 


Lou Alfonso 


EAC members who are also ANA members are enti- me with their ANA number and I can add to them to the 
tled to a $5 discount on their ANA dues. I will be putting discount list. ANA told me no limit to how many we can 
a master list together and invite our members to email add. 


* CK OK CK CK OK CK CK KK KK K K OK 


EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS 2019 CONVENTION: DAYTON, OHIO 
May 2-5, 2019 
Jack D. Young 


Continuing on a theme-updates on the 2019 EAC Convention! 


This year’s Convention will be held in Dayton, Ohio — is connected by an enclosed skywalk entering the DCC 
at the Dayton Convention Center (DCC) May 2-5, 2019 3rd floor directly; we have nearly the entire floor for our 
in the heart of the city. The Hotel is the Crown Plaza, and use, which includes the bourse areas as well as several 
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meeting rooms and open gathering areas throughout. 
The educational rooms are just below on the 2" floor. 


The Hotel offers shuttles to and from the Dayton In- 
ternational Airport located north of Dayton (in Vandalia, 
Ohio); US 70 and 75 actually cross there and it is known 
as the “Crossroads of America’. Rates for the hotel are 
set at $149.00 per night for a standard room, and the Ho- 
tel is located within walking distance of many popular 
pubs, restaurants and specialty shops there; the web site 
can be found at: 


https://www.ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/dayton/ 
daycc/hoteldetail 


My wife Laura has taken on the responsibility of 
Events Chairman (lauraj174@aol.com) and knows Day- 
ton like the back of her hand! Dayton is considered by 
many as the “Home of Aviation,” with the amazing U.S. 
Air Force Museum among many attractions of interest; 
many will want to visit the Museum on their own time- 
table, but Laura is also looking into organizing a tour 
for groups interested with the Convention Center pro- 
viding the shuttle. Other locations of interest per Laura 
include: Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historic 
Park. There are five National Historic Landmarks and 
a National Register Historic District located in the Park 
area. These include the Wright Cycle Company build- 
ing, Hoover Block, Huffman Prairie Flying Field, 1905 
Wright Flyer III, Hawthorn Hill and the Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar State Memorial. Together these tell the stories 
of the lives and legacies of Wilber and Orville Wright 
and Paul Lawrence Dunbar. Carillon Historical Park, 


which includes a 65-acre park and museum contain- 
ing historic buildings and exhibits concerning the his- 
tory of technology, Dayton and its residents from 1796 
to the present, including a miniature railway (also in- 
cludes the 7" Dayton Beer Brewery!) The DIY Dayton 
Brewery Walking Tour of six Dayton Beer Breweries; 
this starts within walking distance of the Hotel in the 
eclectic Oregon District. The Oregon Historic District 
(walking distance from the Hotel). Examples of Day- 
ton’s architectural history from 1820 to 1915 line the 
brick streets and lanes in this 12 square block area. The 
district is populated with art galleries, specialty shops, 
pubs, nightclubs and coffee houses. Also, the Dayton 
Art Institute, Dayton International Peace Museum, the 
America’s Packard Museum and SunWatch Indian Vil- 
lage may be of interest to our group. 


I have to extend a huge thank you to the following 
who have again volunteered their time and talents in the 
following capacities for this Convention; one additional 
note of significance 1s Mark Borckardt running with the 
responsibility of Education Chair for Dayton, picking 
up for Nathan Markowitz after several years of service 
in that capacity! 


Many volunteer opportunities are available, so please 
let Ray (njraywms@optonline.net) or me (jyoung5050@ 
aol.com) know if we can count on your help with this 
all-volunteer effort! Please feel free to reach out to us 
with any questions, and we will look forward to seeing 
you all in Dayton! 





Name Area Contact Info 

Tom Webster Exhibits Chairman webs1873@gmail.com 

Mark Borckardt Education Chair Numismatician@gmail.com 

Kevin Vinton EAC Sale kevin@indeetlib.com 

Wayne Herndon Cases and Lamps wh@wayneherndon.com 

Bob Fagaly Boy Scout Program fagaly@sbcglobal.net 

Allen Ross Badges Allenart@pacbell.net 

Sam Foose Golf Outing SamF@HA.com 

Tim Skinski Half Cent Happening tim.skinski@earthlink.net 

David Johnson Large Cent Happening davidjohnson!1798@gmail.com 
Ray Williams Colonial Happening njraywms@optonline.net 
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TOURS AT EAC 2019 


Laura and Jack Young 


We have 3 outings planned for the convention. 
Thursday May 2nd Air Force Museum 9am-Ipm 
Free self- guided tours 

Friday May 3% Carillon Historical Park 9%am-2pm 


Carillon Park is 65 acre open air Park and Museum 
with historical buildings and exhibits from 1796 to pres- 
ent. The Wright Brothers Aviation Center houses the 
1905 Wright Flyer III. You may enjoy lunch at Culp’s 
café or the Carillon Brewing Co. Cost for the museum 
$10 adults $9 seniors. 


Saturday May 4" Woodlawn Cemetery 9:30am-? 


Woodlawn Cemetery is 1 of 5 oldest rural garden 
cemeteries with gravesites of the Wright Brothers, 
Queen and King of the Gypsies to name a few. There 
is 105 acres of Victorian monuments. This is a 2 hour 
free guided walking tour. We will have lunch at a restau- 
rant to be determined and stop at Esther Price Candies. 
Founded in 1926 


The cost of transportation will be decided after we see 
how many are interested in the trips. 





To sign up send Laura Young an e-mail @ lau- 
raj174@aol.com by April 15. 
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2019 EAC CONVENTION LARGE CENT HAPPENING VARIETIES 


David Johnson 


Following are the Large Cent varieties for the 2019 
annual EAC “Large Cent Happening” in Dayton, OH. 
We have some interesting and neat varieties that will 
highlight the 2019 event. 


1793 S-13, R3. The popular 1793 Liberty Cap creation 
traditionally credited to mint engraver Joseph Wright. 
The first U. S. cent inspired by the Libertas Americana 
medal. Rare, but the most plentiful extant of the five 
Liberty Cap Sheldons. Enough better grade examples 
of this variety exist - and the appearance of a few of 
these beautiful cents is bound to generate excitement. 


1794 S-41, R3. Truncated or “Abrupt Hair’—so-called 
because two hair locks between the cap and pole 
abruptly terminate. The S-41 variety exhibits several 
interesting states of die progression, including reverse 
(and later obverse) die cracks and central die bulging 
in the latest states. An interesting variety for examina- 
tion. 





1797 S-126, R3. Not rare, but a popular variety due to 
an obverse die progression that includes a perfect ob- 
verse, intermediate states of obverse die cracks, and 
a terminal state that results in a bisecting obverse die 
crack. The Dan Holmes Sale in 2009 included three 
examples that nicely illustrated this interesting pro- 
gression. 


1800/79 S-195, R5+. A difficult variety and one that 
boasts only one coin reported above the grade of Very 
Fine. Aside from its rarity and allure as an Overdate, 
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the S-195 obverse exhibits a nice die progression, 
ranging several states and terminating with a strong 
obverse CUD. 


1817 N-12, R3. The varieties of 1817 have always been 
popular with middle date collectors. The 1817 N-12 
receives much attention and study due to a dramatic 
progression of obverse cracks and CUDs, ultimate- 
ly resulting in a terminal state 3-star CUD. Ed Fox 
presented an interesting study of the 1817 N-12 die 
breaks in his articles published in the October 2016 
and January 2017 issues of Penny-Wise. 


1829 N-7, R3. The N-7 is an ever-popular middle date va- 
riety. Knownas the “Wheelspoke’” variety of the Matron 
Heads due to multiple reverse die cracks that create a 
wheelspoke-like appearance. The N-7 in its earliest 
known state exhibits a reverse single ‘spoke’ or break. 
In later states, four breaks and eventually five breaks 
or cracks are evident. The progression makes for in- 
teresting collecting. 


1846 N-16, Tall Date, R5. The N-16 is the most chal- 
lenging of the four Tall Date varieties of 1846 —a date 
that boasts, Small, Medium and Tall Date Redbook 
varieties. The ’46 N-16 presents collectors with some 
interesting and challenging mid-late die state collect- 
ing opportunities that include rare rim breaks (CUDs). 
Bob Laforme’s latest CUD census denotes a total of 
21 reported N-16 rim breaks in all die states. 


1855 N-10 R1. Italic 5. A common variety, but one with 





some very cool die state progressions that result from 
grease clogged dies at stars | and 6. The so-called “12 
star’, “11 1/2 star’, and “11 star’ mid-late die states 
are a result of obliteration of these stars from low 
spots caused by the grease clogged dies. 


The Large Cent Happening will start right after the 
opening reception on Thursday evening. For members 
planning to exhibit coins, please plan on arriving with 
your coins as early as possible after the reception so that 
all the necessary exhibitor registration and paperwork 
can be completed. 


Coins are handled at Happenings. Exhibitors who and 
prefer not to have their coin(s) handled, please plan on 
bringing your coin(s) in an air-tite or similar protective 
holder where the coin can be adequately viewed. 


The Happening is not just about seeing the highest 
graded coins (although that’s fun), but also about having 
the opportunity to view neat examples and interesting 
die states side-by-side. If you have interesting or tough 
die states to share, please plan on bringing them to the 
Happening 


I can always use more helpers to pull this event off— 
assisting with the table/variety monitoring, at the sign- 
up desk, or simply giving fellow monitors a break and 
chance to view the varieties. If you would like to assist, 
please contact me at davidjohnson!798@gmail.com. 
Many thanks to all those special EAC’ ers who have al- 
ready volunteered to help out! 
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THE 2019 HALF CENT HAPPENING VARIETIES 


Tim Skinski 


I am very pleased to announce that the Half Cent Hap- 
pening will again be held at the 2019 EAC convention 
in Dayton, Ohio. Many thanks to those of you who re- 
sponded to my article in the October issue of Penny- 
Wise. I have tried to incorporate many of your sugges- 
tions into the 2019 Happening. Six varieties, including 
two newcomers, have been selected for the 52™ anniver- 
sary convention. They are: 


1794 C-2b, R5+ This variety has never appeared at a 
Happening. This 1s a so-called “Normal Head” variety 
with Large Edge Letters. 





1796 C-2, R4 This coin is the relatively “common” va- 
riety of the 1796 half cents, often considered the king 
of the half cent series (could be debated by 1831 half 
cent circulation strike enthusiasts). This coin, the Pole 
to Cap with plain edge variety, last appeared in 1996. 
Since this is on my personal hunt list, I am eagerly 
looking forward to viewing these entrees. 


1804 C-12, R2 This variety was last included in 1998. 
The C-12 is the Crosslet 4, Stemless Wreath variety. 
Happening participants are urged to bring their most 
unusual die states. 





1806 C-3, R5 This coin was only included once previ- 
ously, in the 1999 Happening, and is the rarest of all 
1806 varieties. This variety features the Small High 6 
and Stems to Wreath. Will we see an example in Man- 
ley Die State 3.0? 


1825 C-2, R1 This variety, which is the more common 
of the 1825 varieties, most recently appeared in 1989. 
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1828 C-3, R1 The last variety is very common and is 
also making its inaugural appearance at the Happen- 
ing. It will be interesting to see if we see any “Collins 
Hoard” survivors. 


In addition to the classic Happening, and 1n the spirit 
of our Dayton EAC convention chairman, Jack Young, 
we are going to add an additional table for counterfeit 
detection/attribution. Please let me know if you would 
be interested in exhibiting any particularly challenging 
counterfeits or attributable coins, so that we ensure that 
we have sufficient table space. If you do not have any 
such pieces, please be sure to bring your loupe and fa- 
vorite attribution guide (Cohen, Breen, Gilbert, etc.) to 
sharpen your skills. 


Yes, there will be a test - open book, open notes. 


If you would like to volunteer to be a monitor, please 
contact me via email at tim.skinski@earthlink.net. I 
would genuinely appreciate experienced monitors step- 
ping up and volunteering their time for at least part of 
the evening. I am counting on our Half Cent Happening 
Director Emeritus, Mike Packard, to join us. 





There is a balance of rare and common Little Half Sis- 
ters selected for this year’s event. Please dust off and dig 
into your coin cabinets, and plan to join us on Thursday 
evening, May 2 for the 34" Half Cent Happening! I look 
forward to seeing many of you again in Dayton. 


ANNUAL EAC BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA 


COIN COLLECTING MERIT BADGE WORKSHOP 


In conjunction with our annual meeting in Dayton, 
EAC will be hosting a workshop that allows Boy Scouts 
to earn their Coin Collecting Merit Badge. The work- 
shop will be held Thursday May 1, 2019 from 4:30 to 
6 PM. 


At the Workshop, each Scout will learn about col- 
lecting U. S. coins, medals and currency and have the 
opportunity to see coins that circulated in Colonial and 
Revolutionary times. There will be special coin collect- 
ing gift bags (including a large cent) for all scouting 


attendees. See the EAC website under “Meetings” for 
more information. 


If you’d like to help with the Workshop (especially 
BSA Merit Badge Councilors) or would like to donate 
items for the Goodie Bags we will give to each Scout, 
please contact: 

Bob Fagaly 
(760) 994-9839 


robert.fagaly@gmail.com 
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ANNOUNCING A HALF CENT WHIST MATCH AT EAC 2019 


Jon Lusk 


There will be a Half Cent Whist Match at the upcom- 
ing convention on Thursday morning May 2 between 
Rod Widok and Jon Lusk. It is scheduled to take place at 
the Convention Center with a start time of around 9am. 
The actual room has not been assigned as yet and we’re 
thinking that a maximum of 10 others would be about 
the size that could be accommodated. We’re asking any- 
one who plans on participating to email me (Jon@Lusk. 


cc) or Rod (rjw001@yahoo.com) to secure a place at 


the table. Neither one of us is above buying your vote, 
so make sure you get the best price out of one of us! We 
will send exact time and location once all 1s known. A 
note to new or relatively new half cent collectors: You 
are ones that would get the most from this event — we 
hope you make tt. 
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BOYZ OF ‘94 MEETING IN DAYTON 


Chuck Heck 


It’s hard to believe another year has gone by and the 
EAC Convention is just five months away. As usual we 
will meet on Wednesday evening at 7:30 pm in a room 
at the Convention Center that has yet to be determined. 


Our usual routine of raising a glass of single malt 
scotch will need to wait till after the meeting. The Con- 
vention Center has strict rules regarding alcohol and we 
risk a significant penalty being assessed to the club if 
we violate their rules. So lets bring the glasses and the 
bottles to some nice private place after the meeting. 


As for our agenda, I am sure that many people will be 
anxious to hear from Dan Trollan and Jim Neiswinter 





about their experience regarding their sales in the Janu- 
ary Goldberg’s auction. We will certainly have an op- 
portunity that evening to speak with them. 


We will also have a power point presentation on an 
unknown Boy of 94, a contemporary of the Clapp broth- 
ers, named Charles Edward Moellering. Charles lived 
in Ft. Wayne, Indiana and had quite a 1794 collection. 


There seems to be a hint in the air of another signifi- 
cant collection coming up for sale. If true, we may be 
able to have some information available for the Boyz at 
this meeting. 


Well, that’s it folks! Can’t wait to see y’all. 
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GRADING AND COUNTERFEIT SEMINAR - EAC 2019 


There will be a counterfeit and grading seminar at 
EAC 2019 in Dayton, OH on Thursday, May 2, from 
9 am to noon. For a while, this seminar was uncertain. 
Doug Bird and I both “retired” from teaching the ANA 
Summer Seminar Copper classes last summer. We also 
intended to not do this seminar. But Jack Young is pretty 
persuasive, so my son Jim will help present the program 
this year. 


This seminar is a great way to start your EAC experi- 





ence. See old friends, make new ones, and get a start 
looking at coppers before the convention even begins! 





If you are interested in attending this seminar, please 
contact Steve Carr at scarr4002(@everestkc.net or (913) 
940-5666 for a reservation. We are often limited in the 
number of seats, so first come, first served. Get your res- 
ervations in early to secure your spot in the seminar. 


If you have any coppers you would like the group to 
look at, please let Steve know. 
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EAC SALE LOT VIEWING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


John Bailey 


EAC needs sale lot viewing volunteers. Once again I 
will be the EAC Sale lot viewing chairman. This marks 
my sixth time handling this assignment for the club. 


I will need 24 helpers to do this. I only ask for an hour 
or two of your time. This leaves you plenty of time for 


all the other events. Please help. As you know the sale 
covers a large portion of the convention cost. Thank 
you! 


JDBAILEY IS@ROCHESTER.RR.COM 
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SAVE THE DATES FOR FUTURE EAC CONVENTIONS 


2019 EAC Convention — Dayton, OH 
Dates: Thursday, May 2 to Sunday, May 5, 2019 


Convention Chairman: Jack Young (jyoung5050@aol. 
com) 


Dayton Convention Center (DCC) 
22 E. Fifth Street 
Dayton OH 45402 


(937) 333-4700 / (937) 333-4711 


2020 EAC Convention — Pittsburgh, PA 
Dates: Thursday, April 30 to Sunday, May 3, 2020 


Convention Co-Chairmen: Chris Pretsch (pretsch@ 


staleycap.com) and Tom Nist (pennyless1857@ 
gmail.com) 


Pittsburgh Marriott City Center 
112 Washington Place 
Pittsburgh, PA, 15219-3458 


(412) 471-4000 


2021 EAC Convention — Washington, DC 
Dates: Thursday, March 11 — Sunday, March 14, 2021 
NOTE EARLIER THAN USUAL DATES in 2021!!! 


Washington Hilton 
1919 Connecticut Avenue 
Washington, DC 20009 


(202-483-3000) 


Your Board is soliciting proposals for the 2022 con- 
vention. The 2017-2021 conventions are all held in the 
Northeast quadrant of the US. More than half of our 
membership lives in that quadrant of the country, but we 
are very interested in having the 2022 convention some- 
where other than our Regions 3 and 5. Most aspects of 
the conventions are easy, as we have the experience 
of having done this for 50 years. If you are interested 
in hosting, the local host’s main duties are to pick the 
venue, arrange for security and select the food for the 
reception. 





The most important criteria for a venue include: 1) a 
ballroom large enough for the bourse. It should be at 
least 6500 sq. ft. and 8000 sq. ft. is better. 2) proximity 
to air travel. For security, dealers with inventory do not 
want to travel far from an airport. 3) proximity to inter- 
esting side trips. 4) dates must not conflict with Easter, 
Passover, Mothers’ Day or the Central States conven- 
tion. 


If you are interested in hosting, please contact Bill 
Eckberg (halfcent@mac.com) to discuss your ideas. 


1S 


MINUTES OF THE 2019 WINTER FUN/REGION 4 EAC MEETING 


Orlando, FL -- January 12, 2019 


The meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m. by Region 
4 Chair Grady Frisby. The usual round of introductions 
followed. 


Ed Furman discussed his research and acquisition of a 
new half cent subvariety, 1795 C-6c with small edge 
lettering. 


Chuck Heck led a discussion of ANS’s purchase 
for $50,000 of the Del Bland archives, 182 binders 
weighing 900 pounds. ANS would welcome a $5000 
donation from EAC (possibly from the Garvin Fund) to 
support the acquisition. Two major issues: what access 
would EAC members have to the material, and what 


Nancy Alfonso Delray Beach, FL 
Lou Alfonso Delray Beach, FL 
Ollie Alfonso-Frank Tacoma Park, MD 
Mark Borckardt Allen, TX 

David Consolo Chagrin Falls, OH 
David Cornell St. Petersburg, FL 
Susan Eckberg West Palm Beach, FL 
Bill Eckberg West Palm Beach, FL 
Sam Foose Dallas, TX 

Grady Frisby Memphis, TN 

Ed Fuhrman Dumont, NJ 

Edward Godwin Kissimmee, FL 
Robert Hall Bella Vista, AR 


information, if any, would be redacted? 


Bill Eckberg reported on EAC 2019 on May 1-5 in 
Dayton, Ohio. Speakers will include Mark Borckardt, 
Beth Deisher, Bill, Chuck Heck, and John Wright. No 
keynoter has been booked as yet. Exhibits are solicited. 


Bill has written a new comprehensive book on half 
cents. It will be available for purchase at EAC 2019. 


The meeting was adjourned at 10:06 a.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Loring 

Region 4 Secretary 


Chuck Heck 
Karen Heck 
Donna Levin 
Denis Loring 
Roger Lussier 


Bluffton, SC 

Bluffton, SC 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Fort Myers, FL 


Rob Rodriguez Lake Tahoe, NV 
Ray Rouse Boca Raton, FL 
Mike Swift Knoxville, TN 
Dan Trollan Durango, CO 
George Trostel Southington, CT 
John D. Wright St. Joseph, MI 
Mabel Ann Wright St. Joseph, MI 
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EAC REGION 7 MEETING AT LONG BEACH 
February 1, 2019 


Dennis Fuoss 


The meeting was attended by seven members and 
guests: Ron Shintaku, Dennis Fuoss, Ted Burge, Fred 
Truex, Phil Moore, Ed Nicolai and Tom Reynolds. 


Chairman Ron Shintaku called the meeting to order 
at 6:35PM. Everyone briefed the group on their early 
copper areas of interest. Ted Burge mentioned that he 1s 
working on a detailed date and variety analysis for Large 
Cent occurrence data. He has been sharing some of his 
insights with the Copper-Notes group on Facebook. 


Ron briefed everyone on upcoming EAC conventions. 
This year’s meeting in Dayton, OH will be held May 
2-5. The chairman of the convention is Jack Young. 
It is destined to be a great time, and all members are 


76 


encouraged to attend if possible. The 2020 convention 1s 
slated for Pittsburgh. And, 2021 is in the planning stages 
for Washington D.C. The 2021 convention will be in 
March, just a bit earlier than usual. 


A discussion was held about opinions of the recently- 
concluded Goldbergs’ auction of the Jim Neiswinter 
and Dan Trollan collections. The consensus view was 
that overall, the prices realized by each of these fine 
collections were in line with expectations. In general, the 
high quality coins (especially third-party graded coins) 
brought strong prices. There was weakness among scarce 
varieties (R4, R5, and even some R6). This is not a new 
trend, but a continuation of the shift away from full- 


Sheldon set collecting as a primary focus for collectors/ 
bidders. Coins with problems also struggled to meet 
pre-auction estimates. This was particularly notable for 
the Wilkins coins, which followed the Neiswinter and 
Trollan collections in the sale. Paradoxically however, 
group lots were strong. No explanation was offered 
for this. It was noted that Don Stoebner won the 1793 
S-15 cent from the Neiswinter sale, to complete his full 
Sheldon set! Congrats to Don! 





The January sale of the Weinberg cents by Heritage at 
FUN was also mentioned. One notable coin in the sale 
was the Weinberg S-1 CHAIN AMERI. in TPG MS-64 
that was hammered for $1.5 million. Many thought that 
this particular coin might have brought an even higher 
auction price. 





Upcoming auctions were mentioned. The Goldbergs 
have said that they have a big consignment that consists 
of half cents and large cents, which they intend to 
sell next Jan./Feb. There were no details about this 
collection at this time. The Twin Leaf colonials have 





been consigned to Stack’s Bowers, and they will be sold 
in conjunction with the upcoming Baltimore coin show. 


Dennis mentioned that he has succeeded in tracing the 
provenance of a 1796 S-98 cent that was purchased in 
a Goldberg auction two years ago back to the Howard 
Newcomb auction (1944). Plate-matching was made 
possible with help from Newman Numismatic Portal 
and from fellow-EAC’er Kevin Vinton (who has a 
paper copy of the Newcomb catalog). Another highlight 
(mentioned by Tom) is that a “new”1798 NC-2 cent (7" 
known) has turned up from a non-EAC source. This was 
revealed at the FUN show. 





A joint project between EAC member Terry Denman 
and the publishers of the Coin Dealer Newsletter 
is underway, with the goal of publishing an annual 
pricing guide for large cents by Sheldon variety (in a 
similar manner to COR and Penny Prices). The initial 
installment of this effort (for 1793-1796 cents) 1s 
expected in the spring. 
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CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


The following candidates have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of Penny-Wise. Provided that no 











adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the Membership Committee before the July 2019 
issue of P-W, all will be declared elected to full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee 
is Bim Gander, 12770 NW Steelhead Falls Drive, Terrebonne, OR 97760. 








Name 
Patrick K. Welch 
Darren Baumgardner 
Olivia Baumgardner 
Ronald Eno 
Andrew Graber 
Amber Ports 
Christopher Buchanan 
Robert Towles Cummins, Jr. 
Jeffrey Owen 
Joel Bennett 
Earl Weber 
Andrue Popovich 
Jim Shivler 
Will Allen 
Jim Huffman 
Richard Sinerth 





Dean Rodina 
George Danser 


New Members 





City, State Member # 
Jamestown, KY 6595 
Jefferson Hills, PA 6596J 
Jefferson Hills, PA 6597J 
Blairsville, GA 6598 
Joppa, MD 6599 
Joppa, MD 6600J 
Elmore, OH 6601 
Havre de Grace, MD 6602 
North East, MD 6603 
Greensboro, NC 6604 
Fresno, CA 6605 
Beavercreek, OH 6606 
Springfield, OH 6607 
Dayton, OH 6608 
Plain City, OH 6609 
Erie, PA 6610 
Rejoining Members 

Pagosa Springs, CO 2529 
Durham, NC 5409 
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Obituary 
Albert Joseph (“Joe”) Whipple HI, EAC #4100 
1947-2018 


Joe Whipple passed away July 16, 2018 at the age of 
70. Born in Tampa, Florida, he attended the University 
of Texas A&M, graduating in 1968 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Zoology. Prior to continuing with his 
master’s program, he served in the US Army and was 
stationed in Germany. When he left the service, he went 
to work for Swift & Company at their meat packing 
plant in San Antonio, Texas. He worked in meat pro- 
cessing quality control. Shortly after starting work with 
Swift, he moved to Overland Park, KS, where he lived 
until his death. He worked with Swift until he retired 
several years ago. 








Joe was the first non-dealer EAC member I met. We 
lived in the same city and were introduced by a mutual 
friend. I remember Joe was collecting 1847 and 1848 
cents at the time and he had several hundred. I was just 
a beginner and had maybe five coppers total. Joe shared 
his knowledge freely with this “newbie” and we were 
friends from that point forward. For the last five years, 
he collected 1816s and 1817s, paying particular atten- 





tion to the many die rotations on the 1816 N 2 and 1817 
N 16. Joe also seriously collected Indian Cents and 1858 
Canadian cents by variety. 


Joe loved the outdoors and had a passion for guns. 
His training as an Army sharpshooter was just the start 
of his lifelong passion of competitive shooting, which 
included trying out for the US Olympic Rifle Team. He 
also had a strong interest in photography and collecting 
stamps. He enjoyed sharing his excitement and enthusi- 
asm for these pursuits with his friends. 


Joe was buried in a private military service in the 
Houston National Cemetery on September 7, 2018. A 
celebration of Joe’s life was held on October 2, 2018 
at Amos Family Funeral Home, 10901 Johnson Drive, 
Shawnee, Kansas. 


I will miss you, Joe. 


--Steve Carr. 
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TED NAFTZGER’S “DOUBLE CHECKS” IN THE HELFENSTEIN SALE: 


Not Even Very Deep Pockets Can Guarantee a Winning Bid 


Harry E. Salyards 


Sometime prior to the sale of the Louis Helfenstein 
Collection of Large Cents, by Lester Merkin (August 
14, 1964), Ted Naftzger was provided with Abe Kosoff’s 
typescript copy of the Helfenstein collection inventory. 
He proceeded to cover this typescript with notes com- 
paring Helfenstein’s coins with those in his own collec- 
tion. For Lot | in the Sale, for example, Kosoff’s inven- 
tory stated that the 1793 Sheldon 9—or 9 H as it appears 
on the typescript—was in Condition AUS55. Beneath this 
listing, Ted wrote, “Have Crosby-Hall-Pearl-W™: MS- 
65 @ 1175, 1950, mostly mint red.” He followed this 
up with an X—as in, ‘no interest.’ Curiously, in the print 
catalog, the coin wasn’t even graded; but some weak- 
ness of strike and a rim nick opposite the throat were 
noted. 





He ultimately created a list of proposed bids for coins 
he was interested in adding to his collection, headed 
“Want,” the total of which added to $23,600 (an amount 
equivalent to about $192,000 today). Clearly, he had a 
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generous budget for potential purchases. Still, at unpre- 
dictable points in the history of collecting any group of 
objects, there are times when sudden shifts in valuation 
occur. Helfenstein’s was one of the first major collec- 
tions where grade clearly trumped rarity—at least in the 
minds of certain competing bidders. At such a time, even 
persons committed to paying well over “book” may be 
blown out of the water. Such it appears was Ted’s fate on 
a number of the Helfenstein coins. 





He marked 25 coins altogether with one or two 
checks, two checks obviously indicating a top priority 
for purchase. 15 coins were so marked. He was able to 
purchase exactly two: one for almost 30% more than 
he’d planned, the other for over four times what he’d 
planned. The list of those fifteen “double checks” fol- 
lows, along with Ted’s estimates, and for what (and to 
whom) the coins actually sold. (We know most of the 
purchasers because of the pedigree record keeping of 
Del Bland.) 


His Estimate 


Lot# Variety Catalog Grade Naftzger’s note 
) S-70 Choice Une. “full 60; have 
VF-35 only” 
9 S-119 Choice Unc. “none” 
13 S-139 Unc. Gem “have XF40 only” 
14 S-151 Gem Unc. “have F15 only” 
15 S-164 Full MS65 “have AUSO, RS, 
second finest?” 
16 S-166 Virtual MS65 “none” 
17 S-187  MS60 “have AUS0” 
Di S-222 MintRedUnc “have XF40” 
22 S-223 Tied with the “have VF25” 
Sheldon plate 
coin at MS65 
for finest known 
26 S-229 Steel & brown “have AUSO, 2"4 
Une. or 3 finest” 
pa S-23 1 MS60 or better “have AU55 Sloss” 
30 S-243 MS70 “have XF45 Dr.F/TJC, 
picture in Newcomb; 
also 40, Hines-Clarke- 
Sloss” 
39 S-270  FrostyGem “have MS60, 
BMM/TJC” 
40 S-271 Flawless & “have MS65 Sloss; 
Finest Known also MS60 Pear!” 
45 S-279 Mint Red Gem “have AUSS5, 


BBB/TJC” 


$500 for an “MS70” S-243 sounds ludicrous in 2019; 
but in 1964, Penny Whimsy was only six years old, and 
the Basal Value for S-243 recorded therein was just $2. 
So the “book value” for an MS70 S-243 would have 
been only 70 x 2, or $140. Ted was willing to bid over 
3% times “book value,” whereas Richard Picker’s win- 
ning bid came in at over 41 times “book value”! Simi- 
larly, on the S-70 successfully bid at $1900, Ted paid 21 
times “book”; with a Basal Value in Penny Whimsy of 
$1.50, a “60” coin was supposed to be worth just $90. 


Surely such an astute collector would have been aware 
of the explosion of values across many series of coins 
between 1958 and 1964! Indeed, he was; his estimates 
were well within the general gain in values over those 
years. For example, a generic 1794 “Head of ‘94” cent 
in Fine condition had been priced at $17.50 in the 1957 
Redbook, but at $40 in the 1962 edition, and $70 in the 
1966 edition—values roughly reflecting the retail mar- 
kets of 1956, 1961 and 1965, respectively. Over just a 


Sold for (and to Whom) 
15001900, to Naftzger 


900 1250, to unknown 

350 1500, to Naftzger 
2000 4200, to Gene Reale 
1000 1500, to Richard Picker 





1200 500, to Doug Smith 
500 500, to Herbert Rubin 
600 900, to Richard Picker 

1000 2200, to Richard Picker 


750 1600, to Doug Smith 


500 650, to Doug Smith 
500 2800, to Richard Picker 





2500 2500, to Gene Reale 


3000 3200, to Doug Smith 


1000 2300, to Gary Fitzgerald 


few years, prices doubled, and then doubled again. In 
that context, a bid of 3-4x “book value” on that S-243 
would have been somewhere between $420 and $560. 
Ted’s estimate was right in the middle of that range. 





And he wasn’t even close. 


Perhaps the only lesson to take home from this 1s, 
spectacular collections bring out spectacular bids— 
think of the Missouri Cabinet half cents, for example— 
bids which may or may not be repeated for a genera- 
tion. But when such an occasion arises, even the most 
knowledgeable collectors may find their bids drowned 
in a general wave of exuberance. Whether or not that 
exuberance is “irrational,” I leave to the judgment of the 
individual reader. 








Note: the author wishes to thank John Adams, whose 
gift of “Naftzger’s Notes on Helfenstein” made this es- 
say possible. 
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DIE STATE REVISIONS FOR THE 1839 N13 AND N15 BOOBY HEAD LARGE CENTS 


Conly L Rieder (EAC 6411) 


The “Booby Head” is one of 5 different “transitional 
head” large cents coined in 1839. Itexhibits amodification 


bust—an anatomic impossibility (Fig. 1). Breen (1988) 
concluded that of the die pair marriages of the 1839 large 


of Liberty’s hair in which strands curl underneath her cent, 10 were Booby Heads, and this is currently stated 
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Figure 1: My Booby Head: Note the hair strands that curl under the bottom of the bust. The recut star #12 
on the obverse (inset), and the crack through United States on the reverse, identify this coin as a N13 die pair 
marriage. 


as so by Ron Guth on his writeup of Booby Heads on the 
PCGS CoinFacts website. However, current consensus 
is that there are 15 die pair marriages of the 1839 Large 
Cent, only 9 of which define Booby Heads (Newcomb 


5-7 & 10-15). 


In his 1944 opus “US Copper Cents 1816-1857” 
Howard Newcomb lists 14 die pair combinations for the 
1839 large cents, 8 of which are Boobies. However, in 
his 1985 reprint he includes a gth Booby die pair (N15), 
discovered by W.C. Blaisdell around 1958, which he 
characterized as Obverse N11/Reverse N13 (for more 
information see the 1839 N15 discussion notes in John 
D. Wright, 1992). Newcomb noted that the N15 is 
extremely rare (R7) and that the reverse die used to coin 
it “is late, mushed out”. 


The obverse dies used to coin N13 and N15 Boobies 
exhibit several clear differences, the most obvious being 
that on the N13 star #12 1s heavily recut (Fig 1 inset), 
whereas on the N15 star #9 (but not #12) is boldly recut 
on its lowest outer point. In contrast, the die used for the 
reverse of the N13 and N15 Booby coinage is considered 
by Newcomb (1944), Wright (1992) and Noyes (2012) 
to be the same—the J reverse--which according to 


Noyes is, in its N13 B (last) die state, cracked (Fig. 
2) “from denticle over center of U angling down thru 
right top of N thru ITE thru center of D thru center of S 
angling slightly up to right pendant of T. Second crack 





Figure 2. Die cracks on the obverse of my 1839 N13 
Booby Head. See text for details. 


from right lower side of T thru lower part of A up to 
left pendant of second T in STATES out top of rim over 
E.” (Die State A, the perfect die, has never been seen/ 
reported). 








Newcomb (1944), in describing the Reverse J die used 
to coin the N13 (at the time N15 was unknown to him), 
characterized it as “cracked from rim over U through 
tops of NIT, centers of ED STA, top of T to rim over E; 
another (Fig. 2 bottom) through center of ES to rim over 
O (R-3)”. In his 1988 “The Cent Book 1816-1839” John 
Wright similarly mentions that latter strikes of the N13 
“show an additional crack thru centers ES to rim over 
O”. 

When describing the 1839 N13 J reverse in his book 
Noyes noted that “John Wright et al have mentioned an 
additional crack thru ES to rim over O which appears 
on later use 1839 N15 but we have not found this crack 
on 1839 N13” (even though, as mentioned above, it was 
first reported for N13 by Newcomb in 1944). Noyes 
therefore designates only 2 die states for the 1839 
N13 J reverse: the (A) unseen “perfect”, and the (B) 
obverse cracked through UNITED “to the rim over E” 
in STATES. A few pages later, in his description of the 
1839 N15 reverse J die, he reiterates that “we have never 
found a worn die 1839 N13 with crack thru ES to over 
O or an unworn 1839 N15 without this ES crack so we 
have assigned a new state for the J die to begin 1839 N15, 
viz. (C) “ crack thru center of ES to rim over O”’. 


I recently came to possess an uncirculated 1839 
Booby Head (Figs 1,2) that was previously described 
by Heritage Auctions as an N13 because “the pick- 
up point for N13 is the nicely re-punched star 12. Die 
cracks through much of UNIT ED STATES provide 








further identifiers”. Those are indeed the commonly 
agreed PUPs for the N13. That said, although my beauty 
clearly possesses the N13 obverse (star #12 is heavily 
re-cut; Fig 1 inset), it also has the Noyes N15 reverse die 
state C, viz., the reverse is cracked through the centers 
of ES to near the O (Fig. 2 bottom). From this I conclude 
that the N13 coinage was not completed until after the 
reverse (J) die developed this crack—as posited by 
Newcomb (1944) and Wright (1992) but never seen by 
Noyes (2012). 


Based on my direct evidence the Noyes die state C of 
the 1839 J reverse should be listed under the N13 and 
not the NI5 Booby Head. This is meaningful because 
the N13 has a rarity of R2 (rather common) while the 
N15 is R6 (very rare). To date only 7 N15s have been 
certified by PCGS and NGC combined, all brown, and 
only one is uncirculated (MS62)—and an AUS5 sold, 
as a Noyes Die State A/C coin, in 2015 for over $8,200. 
To me it is not surprising that the N15 is so rare—it was 
generated from a reverse die that, when put into use on 
the N15 coinage, was closer to its terminal stage than 
previously thought. 


1) Breen, W.B. (1987). Walther Breen’s Complete 
Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins. Doubleday 
Press, N.Y. ISBN 0-385-14207-2. 


2) |Newcomb, H.R. (1944). United States Cop- 
per Cents 1816-1857. Quarterman Publications, Inc. 
Lincoln, MA. 

3) Noyes, W.C. (2012). United States Large 
Cents. Vol 5: 1816-1845. J.D. Lusk, Ypsilanti, MI. 


4) Wright, J.D. (1992). The Cent Book 1816- 
1839. Litho Technical Services, Bloomington, MN. 
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FINDING A VERY RARE LATE DATE, 1854 N30 (R6) 


Howard Spencer Pitkow 


Introduction 


Over the years I have periodically bought small 
hoards of unattributed large cents at coin shows in order 
to practice and refine my attribution and grading skills. 
The end result affords me the opportunity to add needed 
varieties to both my PRIMARY and DUPLICATE large 
cent collections. In this twenty-seventh publication for 
P-W, the reader will note that this scenario “runs true 
to form” as I recently discovered a very rare 1854 N30 
(R6). 


According to my notes, I attended the monthly Tri- 
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State Coin Show and Sale, held at the Sheraton Bucks 
County Hotel in Langhorne, PA on July 17, 2017. As 
usual I checked the various dealer tables for possible 
interesting coins for my various collections, as listed 
in the first part of my April 2018 article, “Musings of 
a Copper Collector.” At one of the bourse tables I rec- 
ognized Sam, a familiar non-EAC dealer, who had an 
unusual large number of large cents in his display cases. 
During our conversation, Sam related that he had pur- 
chased a hoard of large cents from an estate sale held in 
upper Bucks County, PA. As I examined these coppers 
in assorted grades I noticed that some of them were high 


gerade. Eventually I bought 66 of these unattributed cop- 
pers (many overgraded), which looked interesting and 
caught my attention. 


The Find 


Two days later I sat at my desk preparing myself to at- 
tribute those 66 large cents. My routine is to pick a quiet 
evening or early morning where I can isolate myself for 
several hours. I then line up my newly purchased cop- 
pers chronologically by date on a felt pad at the top of 
my desk. Next, I systematically move down the line of 
coppers where I proceed to net grade and attribute each 
of the cents while recording their diagnostic features on 
individual cards. These cards are then sequentially filed 
by date, in coin boxes at my residence separate from my 
large cent collections, which are stored in bank safety 
deposit boxes. As the reader can imagine this is a very 
time consuming project, but at the same time I find these 
sessions are both relaxing and challenging. As I men- 
tioned in an earlier P-W article I have always had an eye 
for detail. The combination of being detail-oriented plus 
eye coordination is very essential in the art of attributing 
our coppers. I personally find this recorded information 
serves as a valuable reference source for each and every 
variety and die state. 











Without going into laborious detail about these cop- 
pers, let me state that after several morning and evening 
sessions, I added 65 large cents to my DUPLICATE 
collection and only ONE was added to my PRIMARY 
collection. Of course this ONE was the previously unat- 
tributed 1854 N30 (R6), which was a complete surprise 
to me. I had been looking for this variety for over a year 
and a half. Interestingly, the grade on the coin’s 2x2 
inch hugger was a VF35. But as I stated earlier, many of 
these coppers were overgraded including this one. After 
carefully inspecting its condition and details I net grad- 
ed the 1854-N30 as a VF25. This is still a relatively high 
grade for this variety since most of the approximately 26 
known N30’s are of a lower grade. 


The diagnostic features of my find are as follows: 
OBVERSE: 


1. Dull, shadowy repunching under the base of “1” 
in date 

Flowline connects the left end of base of “1” 
down tangent to right edge of a dentil 

Hole in ear 

Tiny lumps on neck, bust and cheek 


Coronet over “ LIB “ is softly struck 
REVERSE: 
1. 


- 


Two fine, parallel lines join last outside leaf to 
top of stem near ribbon 

Fine lines down to left at different angles from 
dentils over ED of UNITED 

Fine lines down to left and right from dentils 
over N in UNITED 

Lump on body of A in STATES over right foot 


Conclusion 


After buying a group of 66 large cents from a non- 
EAC dealer, who had purchased these as part of an even 
larger hoard at an estate sale, I found a very rare late date 
cent, the 1854 N30. This purchase enabled me to com- 
plete all 29 varieties in my 1854 series of large cents. 


Addendum 


Since my N30 find I have procured a second, lower 
grade N30 by trading my 1851 contemporary cast coun- 
terfeit large cent (discussed in the July 2008 issue of 
P-W) to fellow EAC member Herb Brunhofer. This has 
enabled Herb to complete a date run of large cent coun- 
terfeits from 1845 through 1857. AMAZING. 


Reference 





Grellman, John R. (2001) The Die Varieties of United 
States Large Cents: 1840-1857 
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SWAPS AND SALES 


EACers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve lines are free. 
ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY OR AS ELECTRONIC 
FILES, AND PAID IN ADVANCE. A full-page ad is $250. One-half page is $125. Discounts are available 
for repeating ads. Ads should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens and books related to the 
same. Deadline for material to appear in the July 2019 issue is June 30, 2019. All ads must include the 
individual membership number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, 
Harry E. Salyards, P.O. Box 1691, Hastings, NE 68902 or by email to hpsalyar@tcgcs.com. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: 


Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny- Wise, does not examine any of the material advertised in 
Penny- Wise, nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American Coppers, Inc. assumes no 
responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material described therein) and no party shall have 
recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All transactions arising from or relating to any advertise- 
ment in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the parties thereto. 
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John D. Wright, EAC #7 1468 Timberlane Drive St. Joseph, MI 49085 


The CENT Book 1816-1839. The standard reference on this series. 
Big, clear pictures, full discussions, easy attribution. 


Lists at $125 plus postage. 
Special to EAC members at $100 postpaid. Please email us at theJohn@sbcglobal.net 
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EARLY COPPERAUCTIONS 
Bob Grellman, EAC #575 P.O. Box 17226 Amelia Island, FL 32035-3138 407-221-1654 (cell) email: 
jrgrellman@gmail.com 
Consignments for Auction: I am accepting early copper consignments for all Goldberg auctions. Call, 
email, or text for details. 


Late Date Large Cent Book: The Die Varieties of United States Large Cents 1840-1857 is no longer 
available. Every known die variety and die state is fully described with additional rarity information for 
rare die states. The book is hardbound with 464 pages and over 100 photos. Price was $100 postpaid. Au- 
tographed on request. SOLD OUT. SORRY. 
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A SMALL HOARD OF EAC COMMEMORATIVE MEDALS which has been off the market for well 
over a decade will once again be offered to the general membership on a first-come, first-served basis! 
Order yours now, as there 1s no telling how long this limited supply will last! 


We still offer the 2000 Cape Canaveral Convention Commemorative, in copper, plain edge, larger than a 
dollar. This obverse features the obverse of 1794. The reverse has the space shuttle soaring over the state 
of Florida, with the legend EAC 2000 Cape Canaveral Florida April 6-9. Gem brilliant,flawles ssurfaces. 


The medals are offered at $5.00 each, plus postage. ALL PROCEEDS TO EAC!! Please place all medal 


orders, and/or inquire about available P-W issues: bimgander@gmail.com 
Bim Gander, Membership Chair 12770 NW Steelhead Falls Drive Terrebonne, OR 97760 
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An Interesting Selection of 18 Century British Tokens 


Plus some Regal and Colonial Coins and a few Odds and Ends 
Many tokens currently listed on our web site and inventory is updated frequently. 
Please take a look — comments and commentary welcome. 
Always in the market to buy—contact me at your convenience. 


Gary Groll, EAC#4814 CTCC—EAC—C4—ANA 
P.O. Box 717, Corvallis, OR 97339 
443.223.0399 * info@garygroll.com * www.garygroll.com 
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Charles Davis, EAC#142 Post OfficeBox1 Wenham, Mass 01984 
Sole distributor 
Noyes: United States LargeCents 1793-1794 $125.00 + $8.00shipping 
Noyes: United States LargeCents 1795-1797 $100.00 + $8.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1798-1814(2volumes) $200.00 + $10.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1793-1816(4volumes) $395.00 + $10.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1816-1857(2volumes) $225.00 + $10.00 shipping 
Noyes: United States Large Cents 1793-1857(6volumes) $600.00 + $20.00shipping 
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R. Craig Kammerer, E.A.C.#676 P.O.Box505 Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
RCraigK @optonline.net 


Send for E-Mail [snail: LSSAE] extensive list of catalogs/books 
E-mail your wants as I have most rare copper [& other series] sales catalogs/ 


books Breaking up huge library 
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PROVENANCE GALLERY OF 1794 LARGE CENTS 


Order your copy of the reference book featuring the most coveted and prolific date among the early United 
States Large Cents. The book includes an overview of the formation of the US monetary system and the 
first Philadelphia mint, as well as the production of what many consider the ultimate numismatic subject: 
the Cents of 1794. It includes a brief history of large cent collecting and their collectors, descriptions of 
collectible obverse & reverse designs, and colorful photographic plates of each coin featured in the 1794 
Provenance Exhibit at the 2004 EAC Convention in San Diego. Prologue by John W. Adams. $45 post- 


paid. 
Al Boka, EAC #406 9817 Royal Lamb Drive Las Vegas, NV 89145 
Tel: 702-809-2620 email: eac406@aol.com www.1794largecents.com 
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Michael S. Shutty, Jr., EAC #2790 


If you want to read something totally different and a bit radical, I think you will enjoy my new book. It 
is a heartfelt exploration of history as told by coins lost in the dirt. The book also explains how copper 
cents decay when confronted with Mother Nature. Finally, I examine the aesthetics of corrosion, born of 
the conflict between nature and man (wherein nature wins). Check it out & enjoy a great weekend read. 


LOST CENTS, DEAD OWNERS: Appreciating Coins in Decay. 


My book is available from Books123.org or from other Internet sellers like Amazon.com. It costs 
$24.95 (less than a corroded Draped Bust cent). 
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Mabel Ann Wright, EAC#78 1468 Timberlane Drive St.Joseph, MI 49085 


We still have some copies of The CENT Book1816-1839. 
Ask anybody who has one or has seen one--you want this book. We are selling what we have to EAC 
members at $100 postpaid. 


Please email us at theJohn@sbcglobal.net 
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Craig McDonald, EAC #1540 


Mahogany Coin Cabinets — Handcrafted from solid mahogany. Cabinets are available with either 12, 15, 
or 18 trays. Multiple recess sizes up to 2” available. Custom cabinets also available...contact me to discuss 
your needs. Cabinets start at $350, with free shipping for C4 and EAC members. For additional details, 
information, images,or to order, visit:;www.CabinetsByCraig.net (note that it’s snet), or call 972- 978-7710, 
or write: PO Box 1231, Frisco, TX75034. 
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Ray Rouse, EAC #2675 7568 Regency Lake Drive — Boca Raton, FL 33433 
(954) 234-6240 rayrpbfi@gmail.com 


Wanted for Personal Collection: 


1985 Boston Numismatic Society Medal. 


Copper copies of Massachusetts’s silver coins as made by Edwin Bishop from Thomas Wyatt’s counter- 
feit dies. 
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Wanted to buy: all bronze Presidential medals of the New York Numismatic Club and the Rochester Nu- 
mismatic Association. Also, 1929 Howard Newcomb medal (California Coin Club). 


Wanted to buy: Original 1890 Doughty signed (once owned) by Charles E. Moellering. Call me! 


Chuck Heck, EAC #514 703 Village Green Ln, Bluffton, SC 29909 561-628-5345 
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British and Irish Tradesmen and their Copper Tokens of 1787 — 1804, 
a book by Jon Lusk. (EAC #356) It has been fifty years since a book dedicated to the subset of Dalton & Hamer 
tokens known as Tradesmen s Tokens has been published. The author of this work reveals discoveries concerning the 
issuers, their lives, names, and occupations. Tokens are pictured in large size, and in color, along with photographs 
of the edges unwrapped into a straight line. Variety identification photographs and availability ratings are included 
to assist the collector. Using inclusion criteria developed by the author, he suggests four collections of these tokens 
each containing from 110 to 248 pieces. This book was written for collectors, or those interested in history. Better 
yet, it is meant for those who are both. It 1s available from the author, Jon@Lusk.cc. (400 pages, hardbound, 8/2 
x 11 -- $109, free shipping in US) 
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Tom Webster, EAC #5752 P.O. Box 465 Oshtemo, MI 49077 


Wanted to Buy for my Personal Collection: 
Hardcover EAC Convention Sale catalogs. 


1794 S-68 latest die state example in grade range Good to Fine. Seeking examples with choice, smooth 
surfaces, good color and no rim dings. 


1796 Large Cents, seeking middle to end of CC range in choice, well stuck, good color, smooth surfaces, 
with no rim dings. What do you have? 


Connecticut copper coins with fatal or unusual die breaks. Seeking higher condition, full date, choice color 
examples. What do you have? 


Please contact me via email at webs1873@gmail.com ,or feel free to call my mobile phone number 269- 
217-7700. 
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Paul Langseth, EAC #2976 (480) 220-2056 Tucson, AZ 
plangseth93@hotmail.com 
For Sale 
1848 small date cent, ex-Naftzger. Overstruck on 1840 cent. $ 8000 
1798 large cent, NC-1, ex-Newcomb 11,000 
1801 S-218 cent, VG7 net G5, very old lite obverse scratches, lite porosity. 
Hard to believe, but good eye appeal! 1,400 
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If your mailing address changes, be sure to notify the Treasurer promptly, as the United States 
Postal Service does not forward copies of Penny-Wise. 
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New Half Cent Attribution Guide Makes identifying Half Cents easy. 

Book was awarded EAC Book of the year 2016. Large photos with all attribution 
points clearly illustrated. With each book ordered a quick finder 

Small format guide is included. (a must have tool) 


Soft spiral bound 8.5x11w/small guide— 54.95 + $3.95 shipping 
Hard bound 8.5x11 w/small guide- #94.95 + $3.95 shipping 
Leather bound 8.5x11 w/Small guide - $149.95 + $3.95 shipping 


Michael Demling 1750 Zion Rd Suite 106A Northfield NJ 08225 
mdemling@mdaarchitects.com 
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Massachusetts Coppers Attribution Guide _ Just like the NJ Copper Guide this publication 

covers both Mass Cents and Half Cent. 228 pages in 10 chapters outlining proven methods for easy 
attribution. Also four chapters with large photos showing Obverse and Reverse die combinations for 
both cent and half cents. Order yours today. 

Soft bound 8.5x11—54.95+3.95 ship. Soft bound 5.5x6.75---39.95+3.95 ship. Both large and 
small Soft bound special 89.95+4.95 ship. Hard bound 8.5x11---94.95+3.95 ship. 





Michael Demling ~ 1750 Zion Rd. Suite 6A ~ Northfield, NJ 08225 
mdemling@mdaarchitects.com 
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y is CRE eh New Jersey Coppers Attribution Guide Makes identifying Jerseys easy. 
é, pad * il »y Unfortunately all SOLD OUT! But I do have a limited supply of the Leather 
fA go Bh Bound hard back copies . This is a beautiful tan leather, made with premium 
© ‘e — m4 paper. They originally sold for $149.95. Clearance price is $95 + $4 shipping. 
3 Za ees Se» ; Order one today before their all gone. Send Payment to: 
& —— : CS bs ¥ 
. oS ~~ J Michael Demling~ 1750 Zion Rd Suite 106A Northfield NJ 08225 
pS Ria, mdemling@mdaarchitects.com 
AAA 
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Announcing 


The Half Cent, 1793-1857: The Story of America’s Greatest Little Coin 


The Half Gent, 1793-1857 


Fie 
F GQ Pr, : : 
The Story of ‘America’s 
Greatest. Little-Gom 


| William:R..Eckbérg 





to be released at EAC 2019, May 2-5 in Dayton, OH 


The story of the half cent from its antecedents and models through its first release in 
1793 to its end in 1857. 


Who made them? Why and when were they made? How many are known of each 
variety? All of these questions and more are clearly addressed. 


All obverses and reverses are illustrated in full color by 3.5” photos. 


Lots of new information about the coins’ design, engraving and manufacture that 
has been learned since the Cohen and Breen books of 35 years ago is included. 


Approximately 150 pages 8.5 x 11” format. 
Price $125.00. $95.00 to members of EAC, C4 and NBS. 
$75.00 for preorders to be picked up at EAC 2019 in Dayton, OH. 
Contact the author for pricing on orders of 10 or more. 
A deluxe edition of 10 bound in leather will be available at $400.00 
Only 500 copies will be printed, so it is sure to become a collector’s item. 
Table of Contents and sample pages may be seen at http://www.halfcentbook.com. 
Order at http://www.halfcentbook.com 
or by contacting the author at halfcent@mac.com 
or at PO Box 222338, West Palm Beach, FL 33422-2338 


Bill Eckberg EAC #3395 
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- Which of these coins was the first struck in the New 
World? 


- Which of these were the first coins struck in what 
would eventually become the United States? 

- Benjamin Franklin designed which coin? 

- Which is the first American coin to include the 
famous motto, “e pluribus unum?” 


Colonial 
Coin 
Collectors 






If you are interested in the answers to 
these questions or want to know more 
about the coins on this page or colonial 
era history, check out our website at: 


www, colonialcoins.org 
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“| love what | do and | take the covenant | make 
with my clients seriously. As opposed to just doing 
transactions, | am interested in forming an ongoing 
collecting relationship with my new clients. Please 
feel invited to contact me- 

— Chris Victor McCawley 


The McCawleys 
CHRIS VICTOR MCCAWLEY eee foe ee. | 
' ’ P.O. Box 6400 - Austin, TX 78762 « 512-297-2116 « cmcawley@aol.com « ebay-friscomint1793 Pye Ls = 
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Articles and letters published in Penny-Wise and the opinions and viewpoints expressed therein 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of Early American Coppers, Inc., 
the Editor or any other official of the club. Penny-Wise reserves the right to edit all submissions for 
length, clarity and accuracy. 


Copyright of all articles published in Penny-Wise shall belong to Early American Coppers, Inc. Au- 
thors sub- mitting material for publication warrant that the material submitted has not been pub- 
lished before, except where the prior publication is cited and written permission has been granted 
by the copyright holder. At the Editor’s discretion, permission may be granted to authors to re-use 
material published in Penny-Wise. Any simultaneous submission to any other numismatic publica- 
tion should likewise by noted with submission of the article, and approved by the Editor. 
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Rare Early American Coins — Early Copper Coins — Large Selections 





Ierumgped bry Hievitig Aaacticess, HA. coms 


1793 chain 





1793 Wreath Vine Bars 1794 S-24 Apple Cheek 
AU 58+ AU50 CAC 









1793 Half Cent AU55 PCGS 
$38,970 


PCGS VF30 | 
Bent Cap,Bnch Leaves 





+ AE . _ 





1799 S-189 Cent, 1794 Ic S-72 
———» at VF25 Important PCGS AU53 Head of 95 
1793 Half Cent, $48,750 $18,400 
PCGS VF 30 Bent, cap 
$11,750 





Phone: 818-481-0569 + Jim@californiararecoins.com 
www.californiararecoins.com 


U.S. COINS SIGNATURE AUCTION 


September 4-9, 2019 | Long Beach | Live & Online 


An Important Copper Event 
The Mark Hays Collection of United States Half Cents 


The Hays Collection offers 80 different varieties 
of half cents with die states and duplicates. 





1793 C-1 Half Cent, VF25 PCGS 1794 C-1a Half Cent, XF40 PCGS 1794 C-4a Half Cent, VF35 PCGS 
Splendid Surfaces The Usual Late Die State Manley Die State 3.0 









1797 Lettered Edge Half Cent 1802 C-1 Half Cent, Good 6 PCGS 1804 C-2 Half Cent 


C-3b, VG Details Reverse of 1800 Good Details PCGS 
Late Die State Early Die State Intermediate Die State 





1805 C-2 Half Cent, VG10 PCGS 1808/7 C-1 Half Cent 1852 B-2 Half Cent 


Small 5, With Stems Good Details PCGS PR63 Brown PCGS 
Only 13 Known First Restrike 


Inquiries: Mark Borckardt | 214-409-1345 | MarkB@HA.com 
Consignment Deadline: July 22 


DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH IER] TAGE. 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG 
Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40 Categories AUCTION S 


Immediate Cash Advances Available THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
1 Million+ Online Bidder-Members NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 


Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc. LSM0818768, Paul Minshull 
LSM0605473. BP 20%; see HA.com. 52951 


U.S. COINS SIGNATURE AUCTION 


September 4-9, 2019. | Long Beach | Live & Online 


The Donald Stoebner Early Date 
Large Cent Collection 
A Rarely-Formed Complete Collection of Sheldon-Numbered Cents 





1793 S-11a Cent, VF35 PCGS 1793 NC-6 Cent, Good Details PCGS 
Vine and Bars Edge The Third Example Identified 









1794 S-21 Cent, AU58+ PCGS 


1795 S-80 Cent, Fine Details PCGS 
From the Herman Halpern Collection From the Exman Collection Important Jefferson Head Cent 





—— 


1796 S-110 Cent, VF20 PCGS 1799/8 S-188 Cent, VF Details PCGS 1801 S-217 Cent, Fine 12 PCGS 
Choice Surfaces Important Overdate Rarity Elusive 1801 Die Marriage 


Inquiries: Mark Borckardt | 214-409-1345 | MarkB@HA.com 
Consignment Deadline: July 22 


DALLAS | NEW YORK | BEVERLY HILLS | SAN FRANCISCO | CHICAGO | PALM BEACH E IER] TAGE. 
LONDON | PARIS | GENEVA | AMSTERDAM | HONG KONG 
Always Accepting Quality Consignments in 40 Categories AUCTIONS 


Immediate Cash Advances Available THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
1 Million+ Online Bidder-Members NUMISMATIC AUCTIONEER 


Heritage Numismatic Auctions, Inc. LSM0818768, Paul Minshull 
LSM0605473. BP 20%; see HA.com. 53870 


EARLY AMERICAN COPPER 


isnt just half cents and large cents 
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American Historical Medals : . . ge yey f ya 
Colonial and Early American Coins S fo. Za gees 
World Coins That Circulated in Early America . p 
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John Kraljevich Americana 
WAWANA LONE SULO NE MOONY | 


PO Box 1939 jk@jkamericana.com 
Fort Mill, SC 29716 EAC 3208 since 1989 443.454.7588 


Stack’s Bowers Galleries is pleased to present selected prices realized from the 


‘Twin LEAF COLLECTION 


In our Official Auction of the Whitman Coin & Collectibles Spring Expo 
March 1, 2019 ¢ Baltimore, Maryland 





os ae 1788 Massachusetts Half Cent. Ryder 1-A, 
Realized: $4,080 1787 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 2a-F, W-6070. W-6000. Rarity-4+. MS-63BN (PCGS). 
° Rarity-6. Transposed Arrows. EF-45 (PCGS). Realized: $5,280 
Realized: $90,000 





1785 Connecticut Copper. Miller 4.1-FE.4, 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 16.1-m, 


W-2355. Rarity-1. Mailed Bust Right, 1786 Connecticut Copper. Miller 6-K, W-2690. W-3000. Rarity-5. Draped Bust Left. 
African Head. AU-58 (PCGS). Rarity-5. Draped Bust Left. VF-35 (PCGS). AU-55 (PCGS). 
Realized: $8,700 Realized: $4,080 Realized: $4,320 





on eonnecncut Copper. Miller 30-hh.1, 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.35-Z.9, 1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller 4.1-B.1, 
W-3175. Rarity-2. Draped Bust Left, ETLIR. W-3870. Rarity-7+. Draped Bust Left. W-4420. Rarity-5+. Mailed Bust Right. 
AU-58 (PCGS). EF-40 (PCGS). AU-50 (PCGS). 


Realized: $3,840 Realized: $21,600 Realized: $9,600 


CONSIGN YOUR COLONIAL AND EARLY AMERICAN 
COINS TO A STACK’S BOWERS GALLERIES AUCTION 


Contact Us Today for More Information 





1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller 13-A.1, West Coast: 800.458.4646 « East Coast: 800.566.2580 
W-4535. Rarity-5. Mailed Bust Left, 
CONNLC. EF-40 (PCGS). Info@StacksBowers.com 


Realized: $10,800 


LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | A LEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


1231 E. Dyer Road, Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA 92705 « 949.253.0916 9 
123 West 57th Street, New York, NY 10019 ¢ 212.582.2580 


Info@StacksBowers.com e StacksBowers.com GALLERIES 


California e New York e New Hampshire « Hong Kong « Paris 


SBG PW TwinLeaf PR 190315 America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer 





A FAMILY TRADITION 
SINCE 1931 


“THE ICONS OF NUMISMATICS® 
Presented by the ANA at the Worlds Fair of Money, Philadelphia 2018 
EACH WITH OVER 50 YRS OF NUMISMATIC EXPERIENCE 


HONESTY 
INTEGRITY 
FAIRNESS 
SUPERIOR PHOTOGRAPHY 
STATE OF THE ART BIDDING 
0) Fb OO) RO) SOV PAVE Oe 
PERSONAL SERVICE 
CASH ADVANCES 
GENEROUS FINDERS FEES 


CALL US 
TO DISCUSS CONSIGNING 
310-551-2646 OR 800-978-2646 


re #153 P-N-G www.goldbergcoins.com ¢ 800-978-2646 TOLL FREE *<axaZ 
. COPPER REPRESENTATIVE BOB GRELLMAN 407-221-1654 


Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles, Inc. « 11400 W. Olympic Blivd., Suite 800 Los cena CA 90064 


310-551-2646 PH ¢ 310-551-2626 FX « www.goldbergcoins.com « a7: . goldbergcoins 





> ie Karly American wants 


Specialist in 
Early American Copper 
Colonials 
Halt Cents - arge Cents 


Half Cents Large C fats 
1793-1857 (1793-1796) 


Large Cents Matron Head ite Coronet Head Large 
(1796-1814) Cents (1816-1839) Cents (1840-1857) 


512-297-2116 or 405-226-5072 (cell) 
cmccawley@aol.com_ ebay-friscomint1 793 
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Chris Victor-McCawley 
P.O. Box 6400, Austin, TX 78762 


| Chris McCawley 
& Lucas Baldridge 
oe spa oa Member 
= P-N: G Early American Coppers 
a (EAC) 


PROFESSIONAL Nee GUILD 


THE TRUE 


HARD T] MES TOKENS 


7 ity 
Robert A. Schuman, M1) 


The definitive work on the 
True Political Hard Times 
Tokens (142 pages). 


Fully illustrated in color. 


Retail $90 
Special $65 
Postage Paid 


Hi, I'm Lucas Baldridge and have recently started 
working full time with my uncle "The Numismatic 
Godfather" aka Chris McCawley. You can like our 
Facebook page under Early Cents and stay up to date 
on our latest show schedule. You can also view our 
frequently updated new purchases on our website at 
earlycents .com. I am excited to be here learning and 
working towards our future numismatic endeavors. 








1 MIN 


FRISCOMINT.COM 


Your #1 choice in the finest quality and widest 
selection of Early American Colonials, Half 
Cents, and Large Cents on Ebay. Over 2000 early 
coppers listed with both raw and top tier 3rd party 
graded coins available, new inventory added daily. 
Weekly, no reserve, $.99 cent auctions. Flexible and 
committed to building the collection YOU want, 
new or experienced numismatists alike. Contact us 
through Ebay, E-mail, or call us directly and we’ll 
help find what you’re looking for. 





FRISCOMINT1 7/93 


Di ler- Tom by-Nelucelexem- nave! 
Travis Hollon, Proprietors 


C# 972-310-9497 
214-912-6644 


friscomint@ live.com 
www.ebay.com/str/friscomint 





Kevin Vinton and Chris McCawley are pleased to announce their association in 


Vinton-McCawley Auctions 
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We are presently accepting consignments for our Fall 2019 Online Auction 


Contact: 
Kevin Vinton 


Chris McCawley 
203-305-4710 405-226-5072 
kevin@indeetlib.com 


cmccawley@aol.com 


Garvin Scholarship/Research Grant Application — 2019 


Name 

Address 

Telephone Applying for: $1000 Scholarship 
$500 Research Grant 

EAC# Date Joined EAC 


Scholarship requirements: 


l. 


ae 


What class, seminar, conference, etc. will you attend? Where and when will it be held? Please 
attach a flyer, application, or any documentation regarding the class, seminar, conference, etc. 
Please indicate and document how you have shared your numismatic knowledge with others during 
your lifetime. Possible instances can include: 
a. Giving a presentation to a non-numismatic entity, ex. A school, community service 
organization, home for the aged, Boy or Girl Scouts, etc. 
Presenting a program or seminar at a coin club or coin show. 
c. Writing articles for local, regional, or national numismatic publications. 
d. Service in leadership positions for local, regional, or national numismatic clubs or 
organizations. 
e. Volunteer work for local, regional, or national numismatic clubs or organizations in an 
effort to insure a successful specific program or show. 
By signing this application, you agree that should you receive an EAC Scholarship you will prepare 
and submit an original article to Penny-Wise discussing the subject matter of the class or seminar 
including personal observations or comments. Such article will be due no later than four (4) months 
from the end of such class or seminar. 


Research Grant requirements: 


l. 


2 


3. 


Please submit documentation showing the nature, timing and source of the research being 
conducted and its direct relation to early American copper. 

Please submit original documents (to be returned) showing clearly the nature and amount of such 
expenditures that relate directly to the research being conducted. 

By signing this application, you agree that should you receive an EAC grant you will prepare and 
submit an original article to Penny-Wise that details the results of the research project. Such article 
will be due no later than four (4) months from the completion of the research covered under the 
grant. 


Note Well: There is no deadline for applications. However, you must be an EAC member in good 
standing for at least 12 months prior to the date you submit the application. 


Signature: Date: 


Mail or email this application to either: 
John Kraljevich, PO Box 1939, Fort Mill, SC 29716 or jk@jkamericana.com 
Lou Alfonso, PO Box 480188, Delray Beach, FL 33448 or loualfonso1794@gmail.com 
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1804 C-13 R1 VF35. Double Struck Over Reverse Brockage. 

Plain 4, No Stems. A neat error showing incuse reverse detail on Liberty’s hair - this piece was either 
double struck and the first strike was a reverse brockage, or it was later struck over a spoiled brockage 
planchet. The brockage impression 1s rotated about 45 degrees from the regular strike. Nice medium 


brown surfaces and there is some frosty flowline luster in the fields. Only tiny contact marks can be 
found. Ex Anderson-Dupont, Stack’s 11/1954, lot 1084 - Bowers & Merena Tower Hill 9/1993, lot 2020 


- Bernard Edison (R. Tettenhorst) 6/4/2005 (for $1) - Bill Eckberg. Includes correspondence from Tett to 
Eckberg regarding this coin - the letters illustrate well Tett’s generosity and enthusiasm for the hobby. 


Donated lot, all proceed to EAC. 


